
FRUITLAND PARK CITY COMMISSION  
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

March 25, 2021  
City Hall Commission Chambers 

506 W Berckman Street 
Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 

6:00 p.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Invocation – Pastor Greg Brown, Leesburg Church of the Nazarene 
 
Pledge of Allegiance – Police Chief Erik Luce  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

3. PROCLAMATION - National Library Week and Days  
• April 4 to 10, National Library Week;  
• April 6, National Library Workers’ Day,  
• April 7, National Library Outreach Day and  
• April 8, 2021 Take Action for Libraries Day  
 

4. RECESS TO THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  
As soon as practical, recess to the Community Redevelopment Agency 
meeting.   
 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
(a) Approval of Minutes (city clerk)  

March 11, 2021 regular meeting 
 

(b) Resolution 2021-010 – Charter Review - FY 2020-21 Budget 
Amendment (city treasurer) 
 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 

CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
2020/2021 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET PURSUANT TO 
SEC. 6.07 OF THE CITY CHARTER TO INCREASE 
EXCUTIVE CONTRACT SERVICES BUDGET AND 
DECREASE THE CONTINGENCY BUDGET; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
6. REGULAR AGENDA 
 (a) Superion (Solutions) LLC – CentralSquare Technologies 

Discussion (city attorney/city manager) 
 Discussion regarding TRAKIT/Superion (Solutions) LLC Citizens’ 

Engagement, CentralSquare Technologies.   
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(b) Wastewater Impact Fee Study Proposal (city manager) 
 Consider the wastewater impact fee study proposal.   
 
(c) February 2021 Financial Report (city treasurer) 
 Consider the February 2021 Financial Report.    
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
(d) Second Reading and Public Hearing – Ordinance 2021-002 

Alcoholic Beverages Consumption Policy (city attorney/city 
manager/parks and recreation director)  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK, LAKE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA; AMENDING CHAPTER 33 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES TO CREATE A POLICY RELATING TO 
POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES AND ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN 
THE CODE, SEVERABILITY AND CONFLICTS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  (First reading 
was held on March 11, 2021.) 

 
7. (a) City Manager  

i. Economic Development Status Update 
 
ii.  COVID-19 Status Update 
 
iii. Waste Management Contract Discussion  
 
iv. Affordable Housing Discussion  

Lake County Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 
Chairperson’s request for municipal representation.   

 
(b) City Attorney  

i. City of Fruitland Park v. State of Florida Department of 
Management Services 

 
ii. Michael and Laurie Fewless v. City of Fruitland Park 

 
iii. Norman C. Cummins v. Stephen P. Angelillo and City of 

Fruitland Park, Lake County Case No. 2020-CA-1026 
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
9. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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This section is reserved for members of the public to bring up matters of 
concern or opportunities for praise. Action may not be taken by the City 
Commission at this meeting; however, questions may be answered by staff 
or issues may be referred for appropriate staff action. 
 
Note: Pursuant to F.S. 286.0114 and the City of Fruitland Park’s Public 
Participation Policy adopted by Resolution 2013-023, members of the 
public shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on propositions 
before the City Commission. Accordingly, comments, questions, and 
concerns regarding items listed on this agenda shall be received at the 
time the City Commission addresses such items during this meeting.  
Pursuant to Resolution 2013-023, public comments are limited to three 
minutes. 

 
10.  COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 (a) Commissioner Mobilian  
 
 (b) Commissioner DeGrave 
 
 (c) Commissioner Bell 
 
 (d) Vice Mayor Gunter, Jr. 
 
11. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
- April 6 (7-17), 2021, Celebrate 100 – 100th Annual Lake County Fair, Lake 

County Fairgrounds, 2101 County Road 452, Eustis, Florida 32726 at 
6:30 p.m.   

- April 8, 2021 City Commission Regular at 6:00 p.m. 
- April 9, 2021 Lake County League of Cities (LCLC), TBD, Mount Dora Golf 

Course, 1100 South Highland Street, Mount Dora, Florida 32757 at 
12:00 p.m.; 

- April 22, 2021 City Commission Regular at 6:00 p.m.  
- April 28, 2021 Lake⁓Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization Governing 

Board, 1300 Citizens Boulevard, Suite 175, Leesburg, Florida 34748 at 
2:00 p.m.;  

- April 29, 2021, 2021 Lake County Trails Forum, 1 Dozier Court, The Venetian 
Center, Leesburg, Florida 34748 at 5:30 p.m.; 
 

- May 10, 2021, Lake County Parks, Recreation and Trails Advisory Board, 
Office of Parks and Trails Conference Room, 2401 Woodlea Road, Tavares, 
Florida 32778 at 3:30 p.m.; 
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- May 13, 2021 City Commission Regular at 6:00 p.m.;   
- May 14, 2021, LCLC, TBD, Mount Dora Golf Course, 1100 South Highland 

Street, Mount Dora, Florida 32757 at 12:00 p.m. 
- May 27, 2021 City Commission Regular at 6:00 p.m., and  
 
 
Please note that in addition to the city commission meetings, more than one city 
commissioner may be present at the above-mentioned events.   
 
Any person requiring a special accommodation at this meeting because of 
disability or physical impairment should contact the City Clerk’s Office at City 
Hall (352) 360-6727 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting.  (§286.26 
F.S.) 
 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City of Fruitland Park 
with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will 
need a record of the proceedings and ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.  The city does not provide verbatim records.  
(§286.0105, F.S.) 
 
PLEASE TURN OFF ELECTRONIC DEVICES OR PLACE IN VIBRATE MODE 



CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK  

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

Item Number: 3 
 
ITEM TITLE:    Proclamation 
For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by: City Clerk 
Date Submitted:   March 16, 2021 
Funds Required:   No 
Account Number:   N/A 
Amount Required:   N/A 
Balance Remaining:  N/A 
Attachments: Yes, Proclamation 
 
Item Description:   Proclamation  

• April 4 to 10, National Library Week;  

• April 6, National Library Workers’ Day,  

• April 7, National Library Outreach Day and  

• April 8, 2021 Take Action for Libraries Day  
 
Action to be Taken:  None 
 
Staff’s Recommendation:  N/A 
 
Additional Comments:   None 
 
City Manager Review:   Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:   Yes 



 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, libraries are a part of the American dream and places for education, 

opportunity, and life-long learning; and 
 
WHEREAS, before World War I, the library in Fruitland Park began its operations in 

a small home; became a community library in 1936 and in 1982, Lake County created a 
countywide public library system which included the City of Fruitland Park Library as its 
member providing free access to all residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Fruitland Park Library is at the heart of our community working to 

meet the everchanging needs of its users; continuously growing and evolving in providing a 
forum for diverse ideas, points of view, and a variety of ongoing outreach services, and 
nurturing the love of reading in citizens of all ages beginning with the very young; and  

 
WHEREAS, librarians are trained professionals who for centuries have guided people 

to the best resources and provided patrons of all ages and backgrounds to find and interpret 
needed information and technologies to live, learn and work in a challenging and changing 
economy; and 

 
WHEREAS, to enrich and shape the community, librarians design and offer 

significant programs and increased resources; have a powerful and positive impact in 
bringing together individuals, and address local issues that change lives on a daily basis, 
and  

 
WHEREAS, during the pandemic, libraries have been going above and beyond to 

adapt to our changing world by expanding resources and continually meeting the needs of 
the users;  
 

WHEREAS, The American Library Association and libraries, librarians, library 
directors, library workers and supporters across America are celebrating National Library 
Week with the theme “Welcome to Your Library”, promoting the idea that libraries extend 
far beyond the four walls of a building.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Chris Cheshire, Mayor of the City 
of Fruitland Park, Florida, on behalf of the city commissioners, do hereby proclaim: April 4 
to 10 as National Library Week; April 6 as National Library Workers’ Day, April 7 as National 
Library Outreach Day and April 8, 2021 as Take Action for Libraries Day and welcome 
everyone to use the library’s services; become involved in celebrating library outreach and 
recognize the valuable contributions made by all dedicated library workers and professionals 
who are meeting their patrons where they are.   

 
____________________________ 
Chris Cheshire, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
______________________________ 
 
Esther Coulson, City Clerk 
 
Dated this 25th day of March 2021 



CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK  

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

Item Number: 4 
 

ITEM TITLE: Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) 
Meeting 

For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by: City Clerk 
Date Submitted:  March 15, 2021 
Funds Required:  No 
Attachments:   Yes, CRA Establishment 
 
Item Description:  CRA Establishment Ordinance 95-001, 
Resolution 2019-050, §163.362, §163.386, §163.387 and Chapter 189, 
Florida Statutes 
 
Action to be Taken: As soon as practical, recess to the 

Community Redevelopment Agency special 
meeting.   

 
Staff’s Recommendation: N/A 
 
Additional Comments: None 
 
City Manager Review: Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:  Yes 



• 

• 

• 

ORDINANCE NO. 95-001 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK, 
FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND; PROVIDING 
FOR FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF A 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND; PROVIDING 
FOR THE DESIGNATION OF THE COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND AS THE RECIPIENT OF 
FUNDS PURSUANT TO SECTION 163. 387, FLORIDA 
STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR ,ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Fruitland Park 
has, by resolution, established a finding of blight; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to provide for the 
removal of such blighted areas and redevelop such areas, pursuant 
to the community Redevelopment Act of 1969, hereafter referred to 
as the "CRA", as contained in Florida Statutes, Chapter 163, Part 
III; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission has, by resolution, approved a 
Community.Redevelopment Plan for the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, as follows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established and created, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 163.387, Florida 
Statutes, a Community Redevelopment Trust Fund, hereafter referred 
to as "the Fund". 

SECTION 2. The monies allocated to and deposited into the 
Fund are hereby appropriated to the City of Fruitland Park 
Commun! ty Redevelopment Agency, hereafter referred to as "the 
Agency", to finance projects within the Community Redevelopment 
Project Area, hereafter referred to as "the Project". The Agency 
shall utilize the monies and the revenue paid into and earned by 
the Fund for all and every community development purpose delegated 
to it by the established Community Redevelopment Plan, hereafter 
referred to as "the Plan", and as further provided by law. The 
Fund is to exist for the duration of the Project programs or until 
legally terminated by ordinance. The monies shall be held by the 
City for and on behalf of the Agency and distributed to the Agency 
in accordance with a subsequent agreement to be established between 
the City and the Agency • 



• 

• 

• 

SECTION 3. There shall be paid into the Fund each year by 
all taxing authorities within the Project Area, except those 
authorities excluded by state law, the incremental increase in ad 
valorem taxes levied each year by the above-referenced taxing 
authorities over the amount of ad valorem taxes levied each year by 
the above-referenced taxing authorities over the amount of ad 
valorem taxes levied by the referenced taxing authorities in the 
base year, as established in Section 5 below. 

SECTION 4. The tax roll used in connection with the 
taxation of such property for the base year shall be the Tax Roll 
of 1994 in Lake County. All deposits into the Fund shall begin 
with the incremental increases in ad valorem tax revenues received 
subsequent to November 1, 1995. 

SECTION 5. The tax increment shall be determined and 
appropriated annually in an amount equal to the difference between: 

a. the amount of ad valorem taxes levied each year by 
each taxing authority, exclusive of any amount from any debt 
service millage, on taxable real property contained within the 
geographic boundaries of the Comminity Redevelopment Area: and 

b. the amount of ad valorem taxes which would have been 
produced by the rate upon which the tax is levied each year by or 
for each taxing authority, exclusive of any amount from any debt 
service millage, upon the total of the assessed value of the 
taxable real property in the Community Redevelopment Area, as shown 
upon the 1994 assessment roll used in connection with the taxation 
of such»property by each taxing authority. If any conflict occurs 
between the provisions of this Ordinance and the provisions of 
Chapter 163, Part III, Florida Statutes, concerning tax increment 
financing, the statutory provisions shall control and apply to this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 6. Each taxing authority will annually appropriate 
to the Fund the aforestated sum at the beginning of their fiscal 
year. Payment of the sum shall be in accordance with state law. 

SECTION 7. The Agency, with the approval of the City 
Commission, is directed to establish the Fund and to develop and 
promulgate rules, regulations and criteria whereby the Fund may be 
promptly and effectively administered, including the establishment 
and the maintenance of books and records and adoption of procedures 
whereby the Agency may, expeditiously and without undue delay, 
utilize the monies received for their allocated statutory purpose. 

SECTION 8. The Agency shall accept full responsibility for 
the receipt, custody, disbursement, accountability, management and 
proper application of all monies paid into the fund subject to the 
provisions of Section 2 of this Ordinance • 

2 
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SECTION 9. Any and all Qrdinances or parts of ordinances 
that are in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 10. If any part of this Ordinance is held to be 
invalid or unenforceable for any reason, such holding shall not 
affect the validity or enforceability of the remainder, which shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 11. This ordinance shall take effect immediately 
upon its final adoption. 

PASSED AND ORDAINED this 16th day of March 1 1995, 
by the City Commission of the City of Fruitland Park, Florida. 

Lt~!<~ 
William R. White, Mayor 
City of Fruitland Park 

Attest: 

~cdf:c ,) fad\,LC!{ 
Linda s. Rodrick, City Clerk 
city of Fruitland Park 

First Reading: March 2, 1995 

Second Reading: March 16, 1995 

' . 

3 
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Select Year:   2017  Go

The 2017 Florida Statutes

Title XI
COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL

RELATIONS

Chapter 163 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL

PROGRAMS

View Entire
Chapter

163.356 Creation of community redevelopment agency.—
(1) Upon a finding of necessity as set forth in s. 163.355, and upon a further finding that there is a need for a

community redevelopment agency to function in the county or municipality to carry out the community redevelopment
purposes of this part, any county or municipality may create a public body corporate and politic to be known as a
“community redevelopment agency.” A charter county having a population less than or equal to 1.6 million may
create, by a vote of at least a majority plus one of the entire governing body of the charter county, more than one
community redevelopment agency. Each such agency shall be constituted as a public instrumentality, and the exercise
by a community redevelopment agency of the powers conferred by this part shall be deemed and held to be the
performance of an essential public function. Community redevelopment agencies of a county have the power to
function within the corporate limits of a municipality only as, if, and when the governing body of the municipality has
by resolution concurred in the community redevelopment plan or plans proposed by the governing body of the county.

(2) When the governing body adopts a resolution declaring the need for a community redevelopment agency, that
body shall, by ordinance, appoint a board of commissioners of the community redevelopment agency, which shall
consist of not fewer than five or more than nine commissioners. The terms of office of the commissioners shall be
for 4 years, except that three of the members first appointed shall be designated to serve terms of 1, 2, and 3 years,
respectively, from the date of their appointments, and all other members shall be designated to serve for terms of 4
years from the date of their appointments. A vacancy occurring during a term shall be filled for the unexpired term.
As provided in an interlocal agreement between the governing body that created the agency and one or more taxing
authorities, one or more members of the board of commissioners of the agency may be representatives of a taxing
authority, including members of that taxing authority’s governing body, whose membership on the board of
commissioners of the agency would be considered an additional duty of office as a member of the taxing authority
governing body.

(3)(a) A commissioner shall receive no compensation for services, but is entitled to the necessary expenses,
including travel expenses, incurred in the discharge of duties. Each commissioner shall hold office until his or her
successor has been appointed and has qualified. A certificate of the appointment or reappointment of any
commissioner shall be filed with the clerk of the county or municipality, and such certificate is conclusive evidence of
the due and proper appointment of such commissioner.

(b) The powers of a community redevelopment agency shall be exercised by the commissioners thereof. A
majority of the commissioners constitutes a quorum for the purpose of conducting business and exercising the
powers of the agency and for all other purposes. Action may be taken by the agency upon a vote of a majority of the
commissioners present, unless in any case the bylaws require a larger number. Any person may be appointed as
commissioner if he or she resides or is engaged in business, which means owning a business, practicing a profession,
or performing a service for compensation, or serving as an officer or director of a corporation or other business
entity so engaged, within the area of operation of the agency, which shall be coterminous with the area of operation
of the county or municipality, and is otherwise eligible for such appointment under this part.

(c) The governing body of the county or municipality shall designate a chair and vice chair from among the
commissioners. An agency may employ an executive director, technical experts, and such other agents and

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Index&Title_Request=XI#TitleXI
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employees, permanent and temporary, as it requires, and determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation.
For such legal service as it requires, an agency may employ or retain its own counsel and legal staff. An agency
authorized to transact business and exercise powers under this part shall file with the governing body, on or before
March 31 of each year, a report of its activities for the preceding fiscal year, which report shall include a complete
financial statement setting forth its assets, liabilities, income, and operating expenses as of the end of such fiscal
year. At the time of filing the report, the agency shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the community
a notice to the effect that such report has been filed with the county or municipality and that the report is available
for inspection during business hours in the office of the clerk of the city or county commission and in the office of the
agency.

(d) At any time after the creation of a community redevelopment agency, the governing body of the county or
municipality may appropriate to the agency such amounts as the governing body deems necessary for the
administrative expenses and overhead of the agency, including the development and implementation of community
policing innovations.

(4) The governing body may remove a commissioner for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or misconduct in office only
after a hearing and only if he or she has been given a copy of the charges at least 10 days prior to such hearing and
has had an opportunity to be heard in person or by counsel.

History.—s. 2, ch. 77-391; s. 1, ch. 83-231; s. 6, ch. 84-356; s. 903, ch. 95-147; s. 4, ch. 98-314; s. 41, ch. 2001-266; s. 4, ch. 2002-
294; s. 2, ch. 2006-307.

Copyright © 1995-2019 The Florida Legislature • Privacy Statement • Contact Us

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/cgi-bin/View_Page.pl?File=privacy.html&Directory=welcome/&Location=app&Tab=info_center&Submenu=4
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/cgi-bin/View_Page.pl?File=contact.html&Directory=Info_Center/help/&Location=app&Tab=info_center&Submenu=4


RESOLUTION 2019-050 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE CONTINUED 

EXISTENCE OF THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND 

TRUST FUND; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Community Redevelopment Agency was established and the initial CRA 
plan was adopted by the City Commission of the City of Fruitland Park on March 16, 1995; and 

WHEREAS, consistent with s. 163.362, Florida Statutes, the initial CRA plan provides a 
30 year term to complete all redevelopment financed by increment revenues; therefore, completion 
of all redevelopment must occur by the end of the fiscal year 2025, unless the continued existence 
is approved by a majority vote of the members of the governing body; and 

WHEREAS, because the CRA was created before July 1, 2002, the City Commission may 
extend the CRA for an additional 30 years, for a total of 60 years; and 

WHEREAS, the City Conm1ission, at a duly noticed public hearing, in accordance with 
Sec. 163 .361, Florida Stah1tes, has considered the purpose of the Community Redevelopment 
Agency, its accomplishments and finds that it is in the best interests of the City of Fruitland Park 
and its residents and businesses to provide for its continued existence for an additional 30 year 
period. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The Conurnmity Redevelopment Agency and Trust Fund established March 16, 1995, 
shall continue in existence for a total of 60 years, thereby having a termination date of September 
30, 2055. 

Section 2. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the city Commission 
of the City of Fruitland Park, Florida. 

PASSED AND RESOLVED this 19th day of September 2019, by the City Commission of the City 
of Fruitland Park, Florida. 

SEAL CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

A 



ATTEST: 

N, CITY ERK 

Mayor Cheshire 
Vice Mayor Gunter 
Commissioner Bell 
Commissioner DeGrave 
Commissioner Mobilian 

0 Yes), __ (No), __ (Abstained), __ (Absent) 
(Yes), __ (No), __ (Abstained), __ (Absent) 

~ (Yes), __ (No), __ (Abstained), __ (Absent) 
=z(Yes), __ (No), __ (Abstained), 

7

i Absent) 
_ - _(Yes), __ (No), __ (Abstained), (Absent) 

t rove~ as to form and legality: 

~t]oAALl'l -Gwu. 
Anita Geraci-Carver, City Attorney 
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Select Year:   2020  Go

The 2020 Florida Statutes

Title XI
COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL

RELATIONS

Chapter 163 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL

PROGRAMS

View Entire
Chapter

163.340 Definitions.—The following terms, wherever used or referred to in this part, have the following
meanings:

(1) “Agency” or “community redevelopment agency” means a public agency created by, or designated pursuant
to, s. 163.356 or s. 163.357.

(2) “Public body” means the state or any county, municipality, authority, special district as defined in s.
165.031(7), or other public body of the state, except a school district.

(3) “Governing body” means the council, commission, or other legislative body charged with governing the county
or municipality.

(4) “Mayor” means the mayor of a municipality or, for a county, the chair of the board of county commissioners or
such other officer as may be constituted by law to act as the executive head of such municipality or county.

(5) “Clerk” means the clerk or other official of the county or municipality who is the custodian of the official
records of such county or municipality.

(6) “Federal Government” includes the United States or any agency or instrumentality, corporate or otherwise, of
the United States.

(7) “Slum area” means an area having physical or economic conditions conducive to disease, infant mortality,
juvenile delinquency, poverty, or crime because there is a predominance of buildings or improvements, whether
residential or nonresidential, which are impaired by reason of dilapidation, deterioration, age, or obsolescence, and
exhibiting one or more of the following factors:

(a) Inadequate provision for ventilation, light, air, sanitation, or open spaces;
(b) High density of population, compared to the population density of adjacent areas within the county or

municipality; and overcrowding, as indicated by government-maintained statistics or other studies and the
requirements of the Florida Building Code; or

(c) The existence of conditions that endanger life or property by fire or other causes.
(8) “Blighted area” means an area in which there are a substantial number of deteriorated or deteriorating

structures; in which conditions, as indicated by government-maintained statistics or other studies, endanger life or
property or are leading to economic distress; and in which two or more of the following factors are present:

(a) Predominance of defective or inadequate street layout, parking facilities, roadways, bridges, or public
transportation facilities.

(b) Aggregate assessed values of real property in the area for ad valorem tax purposes have failed to show any
appreciable increase over the 5 years prior to the finding of such conditions.

(c) Faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness.
(d) Unsanitary or unsafe conditions.
(e) Deterioration of site or other improvements.
(f) Inadequate and outdated building density patterns.
(g) Falling lease rates per square foot of office, commercial, or industrial space compared to the remainder of the

county or municipality.
(h) Tax or special assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land.
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(i) Residential and commercial vacancy rates higher in the area than in the remainder of the county or
municipality.

(j) Incidence of crime in the area higher than in the remainder of the county or municipality.
(k) Fire and emergency medical service calls to the area proportionately higher than in the remainder of the

county or municipality.
(l) A greater number of violations of the Florida Building Code in the area than the number of violations recorded

in the remainder of the county or municipality.
(m) Diversity of ownership or defective or unusual conditions of title which prevent the free alienability of land

within the deteriorated or hazardous area.
(n) Governmentally owned property with adverse environmental conditions caused by a public or private entity.
(o) A substantial number or percentage of properties damaged by sinkhole activity which have not been

adequately repaired or stabilized.

However, the term “blighted area” also means any area in which at least one of the factors identified in paragraphs
(a) through (o) is present and all taxing authorities subject to s. 163.387(2)(a) agree, either by interlocal agreement
with the agency or by resolution, that the area is blighted. Such agreement or resolution must be limited to a
determination that the area is blighted. For purposes of qualifying for the tax credits authorized in chapter 220,
“blighted area” means an area as defined in this subsection.

(9) “Community redevelopment” or “redevelopment” means undertakings, activities, or projects of a county,
municipality, or community redevelopment agency in a community redevelopment area for the elimination and
prevention of the development or spread of slums and blight, or for the reduction or prevention of crime, or for the
provision of affordable housing, whether for rent or for sale, to residents of low or moderate income, including the
elderly, and may include slum clearance and redevelopment in a community redevelopment area or rehabilitation and
revitalization of coastal resort and tourist areas that are deteriorating and economically distressed, or rehabilitation
or conservation in a community redevelopment area, or any combination or part thereof, in accordance with a
community redevelopment plan and may include the preparation of such a plan.

(10) “Community redevelopment area” means a slum area, a blighted area, or an area in which there is a
shortage of housing that is affordable to residents of low or moderate income, including the elderly, or a coastal and
tourist area that is deteriorating and economically distressed due to outdated building density patterns, inadequate
transportation and parking facilities, faulty lot layout or inadequate street layout, or a combination thereof which the
governing body designates as appropriate for community redevelopment. For community redevelopment agencies
created after July 1, 2006, a community redevelopment area may not consist of more than 80 percent of a
municipality.

(11) “Community redevelopment plan” means a plan, as it exists from time to time, for a community
redevelopment area.

(12) “Related activities” means:
(a) Planning work for the preparation of a general neighborhood redevelopment plan or for the preparation or

completion of a communitywide plan or program pursuant to s. 163.365.
(b) The functions related to the acquisition and disposal of real property pursuant to s. 163.370(4).
(c) The development of affordable housing for residents of the area.
(d) The development of community policing innovations.
(13) “Real property” means all lands, including improvements and fixtures thereon, and property of any nature

appurtenant thereto or used in connection therewith and every estate, interest, right, and use, legal or equitable,
therein, including but not limited to terms for years and liens by way of judgment, mortgage, or otherwise.

(14) “Bonds” means any bonds (including refunding bonds), notes, interim certificates, certificates of
indebtedness, debentures, or other obligations.

(15) “Obligee” means and includes any bondholder, agents or trustees for any bondholders, or lessor demising to
the county or municipality property used in connection with community redevelopment, or any assignee or assignees

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0100-0199/0163/Sections/0163.387.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0100-0199/0163/Sections/0163.365.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0100-0199/0163/Sections/0163.370.html
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of such lessor’s interest or any part thereof, and the Federal Government when it is a party to any contract with the
county or municipality.

(16) “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, joint stock
association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee, or other person acting in a similar
representative capacity.

(17) “Area of operation” means, for a county, the area within the boundaries of the county, and for a
municipality, the area within the corporate limits of the municipality.

(18) “Housing authority” means a housing authority created by and established pursuant to chapter 421.
(19) “Board” or “commission” means a board, commission, department, division, office, body or other unit of

the county or municipality.
(20) “Public officer” means any officer who is in charge of any department or branch of the government of the

county or municipality relating to health, fire, building regulations, or other activities concerning dwellings in the
county or municipality.

(21) “Debt service millage” means any millage levied pursuant to s. 12, Art. VII of the State Constitution.
(22) “Increment revenue” means the amount calculated pursuant to s. 163.387(1).
(23) “Community policing innovation” means a policing technique or strategy designed to reduce crime by

reducing opportunities for, and increasing the perceived risks of engaging in, criminal activity through visible
presence of police in the community, including, but not limited to, community mobilization, neighborhood block
watch, citizen patrol, citizen contact patrol, foot patrol, neighborhood storefront police stations, field interrogation,
or intensified motorized patrol.

(24) “Taxing authority” means a public body that levies or is authorized to levy an ad valorem tax on real property
located in a community redevelopment area.

History.—s. 3, ch. 69-305; s. 1, ch. 77-391; s. 1, ch. 81-44; s. 3, ch. 83-231; ss. 2, 22, ch. 84-356; s. 83, ch. 85-180; s. 72, ch. 87-243;
s. 33, ch. 91-45; s. 1, ch. 93-286; s. 1, ch. 94-236; s. 1447, ch. 95-147; s. 2, ch. 98-201; s. 1, ch. 98-314; s. 2, ch. 2002-294; s. 7, ch.
2006-11; s. 1, ch. 2006-307; s. 20, ch. 2013-15; s. 7, ch. 2015-30.
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CI TY O F FR UI TLAN D  P AR K  
CO N S EN T AGEN D A I TEM S UMMAR Y S H EET 

I t e m  N u m b e r :  5 a b  
 

ITEM TITLE: Draft Regular Meeting Minutes and Resolutions 2021 010  
For the Meeting of:   March 25, 2021 
Submitted by:    City Clerk/City Treasurer 
Date Submitted:   March 19, 2021 
Funds Required:   No 
Account Number:   See Below  
Amount Required:   N/A 
Balance Remaining:   N/A 
Attachments: Draft minutes and budget amendment  
 
Item Description:  Routine items and items not anticipated to be controversial are placed on 
the Consent Agenda to expedite the meeting.  If a commissioner, staff member or member of 
the public wish to discuss any item, the procedure is as follows: (1) Pull the item(s) from the 
Consent Agenda; (2) Vote on remaining item(s), and (3) Discuss each pulled item separately and 
vote. 
 
a. March 11, 2021 regular meeting minutes 
 
b. Resolution 2021-010 Budget Amendment BT2021-008 adds $10,000 to executive 

contractual services expense (01512-30340) and decreases contingency expense 
(01513-90990) by $10,000.  This resolution allows The Florida Institute of Government to 
conduct a charter review to recommend changes to the city’s charter.  Approved by the 
city commission at its March  11, 2021 regular meeting. 

 
Action to be Taken:     Approve the consent agenda.    
 
Staff’s Recommendation:   Approve the meeting minutes as submitted if there are no 

corrections and adopt Resolution 2021-010 and Budget 
Amendment BT2021-008.   

 
Additional Comments:  None 
 
City Manager Review:  Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:   Yes 



FRUITLAND PARK CITY COMMISSION REGULAR 

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

March 11, 2021 

 

A regular meeting of the Fruitland Park City Commission was held at 506 W. Berckman Street, 

Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 on Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Chris Cheshire, Vice Mayor John L. Gunter, Jr., Commissioners Chris 

Bell, Patrick DeGrave, and John Mobilian.    

 

Also Present: City Manager Gary La Venia, City Attorney Anita Geraci-Carver, City Treasurer 

Jeannine Racine; Police Chief Erik Luce; Public Works Director Robb Dicus;  Lake County Fire 

Rescue Lieutenant Jeff Lord, and City Clerk Esther B. Coulson. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

After Mayor Cheshire called the meeting to order, Pastor Daryl Allen, Community United 

Methodist Church, gave the invocation and Chief Luce led in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag.    

 

 ACTION: 6:00:59 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

2. ROLL CALL 

After Mayor Cheshire requested that Ms. Coulson call the roll, where a quorum was 

declared present, he noted the change to this evening’s meeting agenda under Item 5.(f), 

Ordinance 2021-002 Alcoholic Beverages Consumption Policy, an addendum from 

Ms. Geraci-Carver.   

 

ACTION: 6:02:48 p.m.  By consent, the city commission accepted the change to 

this evening’s agenda reflecting the addendum to Item 5.(f)., Ordinance 2021-002 as 

previously cited.   

 

3. SPECIAL PRESENTATION - Lake County Manager Introduction  

After District 5 Lake County Board of County Commissioner Josh Blake introduced the 

recently retained Lake County Manager Alan Rosen to the city commission, he addressed 

his desire to work together with the city and county citizens.   

 

 ACTION: 6:02;55 p.m.  No action was taken; however, the city commission welcomed 

Mr. Rosen to the county.   

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 Approval of Minutes - February 25, 2021 regular meeting 

 

ACTION: 6:05:31 p.m.  On motion of Commissioner Mobilian, seconded by 

Commissioner Bell and unanimously carried, the city commission approved the 

consent agenda as previously cited.   
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5. REGULAR AGENDA 

 (a) Resolution 2021-009 FDLE Byrne Grant Our Kids, Our Future FY-2020-21 

Budget Amendment  

Ms. Geraci-Carver read into the record the title of proposed Resolution 2021-009, 

the substance of which is as follows: 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 

OF FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 

2020/2021 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET PURSUANT TO SEC. 6.07 

OF THE CITY CHARTER  TO INCREASE FDLE BYRNE 

GRANT REVENUE BUDGET AND THE POLICE EQUIPMENT 

GRANT EXPENSE BUDGET; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

  ACTION: 6:05:41 p.m.  After much discussion, a motion was made by 

Commissioner Bell and seconded by Vice Mayor Gunter that the city 

commission adopt Resolution 2021-009 as previously cited. 

 

  After Mr. Ray Lewis, City of Fruitland Park resident, recalled the complaint by 

Mr. Walter Birriel, City of Fruitland Park resident, (addressed before the city 

commission at its April 12, 2018 regular meeting) regarding the police 

department’s traffic stop incident witnessed by his daughter, he voiced his support 

for the subject resolution.   

 

  Mayor Cheshire called for a roll call vote on the motion and declared it carried 

unanimously.   

 

 (b) Resolution 2021-008 Charter Review Proposal – FIOG  

Ms. Geraci-Carver read into the record the title of proposed Resolution 2021-008, 

the substance of which is as follows: 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 

OF FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE 

PROPOSAL FOR CHARTER REVIEW BETWEEN THE CITY 

OF FRUITLAND PARK; AND UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL 

FLORIDA – FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENT; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

  Mr. La Venia referred to the Florida Institute of Government’s (FIOG’s) proposal 

for $10,000 which was not addressed during the FY 2020-21 budget process; 

explained that there are available funds for same in contingency (where, if 

approved, $40,000 would remain) and voiced the need to review the entire charter 

prior to June 1, 2022 to be placed on the November 8, 2022 general election ballot.   

 

  In response to Vice Mayor Gunter’s inquiry, Ms. Coulson explained that the entire 

charter was reviewed in the 1970’s (October 1, 1973) and adopted by the electors 
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on November 6, 1984 by the electors.  She recognized that the city established and 

adopted a charter review committee (November 21, 2013) and addressed her 

unawareness at that time as a new city clerk of the current charter -- displayed on 

the website and managed by Municode – to be a summary version where at least 

every ten years (within three years of charter adoption) the codification process.    

 

  Mr. Lewis recalled his membership on the charter review committee 

(January 30, 2014 to May 20, 2014) comprising of members from the community 

attended by the former city attorney; recalled the review of the city charter as 

presented and indicated that no other information was divulged.  He stated that the 

statements that the charter not been reviewed over the years to be a gross 

misstatement.  

 

  Following further discussion in response to Ms. Geraci-Carver’s recommendation 

for the city commission to approve FIOG’s proposal, Commissioner DeGrave 

suggested  -- if further review is necessary which may affect pricing -- that  same 

be presented to the city commission for consideration.   

 

  ACTION: 6:11:43 p.m.  After further discussion, a motion was made by 

Commissioner DeGrave and seconded by Commissioner Mobilian that the city 

commission adopt Resolution 2021-008 as previously cited with the allocation 

of $10,000 from contingency.    

 

  After further discussion, Mayor Cheshire called for a roll call vote on the motion 

and declared it carried unanimously.   

 

 (c) LDRs Legal Review Discussion  

  After Mr. La Venia questioned the need for the land development regulations 

(LDR) legal review, Ms. Geraci-Carver cited reasons why she does not believe that 

a separate legal review would be required for the finalization of the LDRs.   

 

  After discussion, Ms. Geraci-Carver reassured the city commission that staff and 

the consultants worked through the LDR changes and that she will re-review to 

ensure that they have been resolved.   

 

  ACTION: 6:22:59 p.m.  After much discussion and by unanimous consent, 

the city commission determined that a legal review of the Land Development 

Regulations would not be required.   

 

 (d) Municipal Business Tax License - Florida League of Cities Inc. Discussion  

  Mr. La Venia pointed out Florida League of Cities’ (FLCs’) investigations of 

unpaid, escaped and delinquent business taxes from corporations, firms or 

associations transacting any insurance business in the city; referred to FLC’s 

February 2, 2021 letter regarding BTRs from October 1, 2018 to 

September 30, 2021 on the city authorizing its collection of delinquent business 

taxes due to the city; and recognized the provision in the March 9, 1987 agreement 
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with the city on FLC retaining 50% of the amount collected.  He explained that the 

city garners $20,000 per annum in BTRs which does not produce enough revenue; 

indicated that the county has revoked BTRs, and recognized FLC’s 90-day 

termination notice clause on said agreement.   

 

  After discussion, Mr. Lewis relayed his conversations with the owner of Westgate-

Jones Insurance Agency, as it relates to its services with municipalities, and voiced 

his anticipation on the city commission’s action on the subject issue.   

 

  ACTION: 6:29:43 p.m.  After discussion, and on motion of Commissioner 

DeGrave, seconded by Commissioner Mobilian and unanimously carried, the 

city commission directed the city attorney to draft a resolution nullifying the 

business tax receipt and provide written notification to the Florida League of 

Cities Inc. on the city’s desire to terminate its March 9, 1987 agreement on the 

collection of licensed taxes from corporations, firms or associations 

transacting insurance business in the city.   

 

By unanimous consent, Mayor Cheshire opened the public hearings for this evening’s 

meeting.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

5. (e) Public Hearing - Resolution 2021-006 CDBG CV Small Cities-Entitlement 

Application Program  

It now being the time advertised to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption 

of Resolution 2021-006, Ms. Geraci-Carver read into the record the following title 

and  Mayor Cheshire called for interested parties to be heard: 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 

OF FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

MANAGER TO SUBMIT FOR CDBG-CV APPLICATION ON 

BEHALF OF THE CITY FOR THE NEW EOC/EMERGENCY 

EQUIPMENT; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 

At Mayor Cheshire’s request, Ms. Katie Taff, Liberty Partners of Tallahassee LLC 

(grant writer retained by the city), referred to the notice of funding availability 

received on February 1, 2021 from the State of Florida Department of Economic 

Opportunity (DEO) for Small Cities and Entitlement units of local government 

under the Florida Community Development Block Grant-Coronavirus 

(COVID-CV) program where no match is required.  She described the CDBG-CV 

entitlement program guidelines where each eligible activity ought to meet the 

national objectives for the program by the United States Department of Housing 

and Urban Development and indicated that the proposed project, outlined in the 

subject resolution, was identified for consideration noting that said application, 

requested for $825,000, to be due on March 15, 2021.   
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After much discussion, Ms. Taff addressed the review of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities program 

(grant) to assist with the emergency operating center (EOC) and other proposed 

infrastructures to be placed in the city.   

 

Following further discussion, Mr. Carl Yauk, The Villages of Fruitland Park (Pine 

Hills) resident, questioned the function of the proposed public safety building and 

the city’s existing EOC; cited reasons for separating the locations for EOCs, and 

recommended same when considering the new EOC for the city.  (A copy of the 

sign-in sheet was submitted for the record and filed with the supplemental papers 

to the minutes of this meeting.) 

 

By unanimous consent, Mayor Cheshire closed the public hearing.   

 

ACTION: 6:41:05 p.m.  A motion was made by Commissioner DeGrave 

and seconded by Commissioner Mobilian that the city commission amend the 

provisions in Resolution 2021-006 striking out the amounts of $750,000 

respectively and replace them with $825,000.   

 

Mayor Cheshire called for a roll call vote on the motion and declared it carried 

unanimously.   

 

(f) First Reading and Public Hearing – Ordinance 2021-002 Alcoholic Beverages 

Consumption Policy  

After Ms. Geraci-Carver read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance 

2021-002, Mayor Cheshire called for interested parties to be heard: 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; 

AMENDING CHAPTER 33 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

TO CREATE A POLICY RELATING TO POSSESSION AND 

CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND 

ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE PERMIT; 

PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE, 

SEVERABILITY AND CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  (Continued from the February 25, 2021 

regular meeting.) 

 

Ms. Geraci-Carver referred to the additional change she made earlier before this 

evening’s meeting to proposed Ordinance 2021-002 to be based on the city 

commission’s direction at its February 25 regular meeting to include under 

subsection 33.60(C)a., second sentence the words  . . .  hosted by the city.  . . .  

 

Ms. Geraci-Carver referred to her review of enacted Special Events Ordinance 

2015-002 referenced at the February 25, 2021 regular meeting; confirmed that it is 

not in conflict with the subject proposed ordinance, and indicated, based on the 
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debate at the last regular meeting, that it would allow alcoholic beverages to be sold 

or consumed at any special event as long as: 

 

- a special event permit is issued by the city;   

- the person or organization would be required to have an alcohol beverage 

vendor/ liquor license;  

- there is no obligation for city staff to allow the sale and/or consumption of 

alcoholic beverages;  

- the city has the option to place conditions on the permit, and  

- proof of liability insurance is provided -- $1,000,000 per occurrence and 

$2,000,000 cumulative -- for each special event (recognizing that a minimum 

of $1,000,000 general liability coverage for liquor is required under proposed 

Ordinance 2021-002). 

 

After Ms. Geraci-Carver verified that nothing has changed with the community 

center and that the minimum would be 30 people, Mr. La Venia confirmed that no 

one, since 2015, has made a request and that there have been no problems.   

 

ACTION: 6:50:21 p.m.  After discussion, a motion was made by 

Commissioner Mobilian and seconded by Vice Mayor Gunter that the city 

commission approve the revised Ordinance 2015-002 as previously cited.   

 

There being no one form the public and by unanimous consent, Mayor Cheshire 

closed the public hearing.   

 

Mayor Cheshire called for a roll call vote on the motion with the city 

commission members voting as follows:   

 

Commissioner Mobilian  Yes 

Commissioner Bell   No 

Commissioner DeGrave  Yes 

Vice Mayor Gunter   Yes 

Mayor Cheshire   Yes 

 

The motion was declared carried on a four to one (4-1) vote. 

 

6. (a) City Manager  

i. Economic Development Status Update 

Mr. La Venia reported that the city continues to receive development 

applications where he anticipates activity in the month of April 2021; 

however, he has nothing to present at this time.   

 

   ACTION: 6:54:48 p.m.  No action was taken.   
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ii.  COVID-19 Status Update 

Mr. La Venia reported that he has no updates on COVID-19; however, he 

referred to the email received this day from Ms. Allison Payne, FLC, 

entitled: Florida’s Cities Will Receive Direct Federal COVID-19 Funding 

Relief which attached a list showing every municipal agency including 

Fruitland Park’s allocated amount of $,508,984 and questioned the process 

and obligations of same to which Ms. Geraci-Carver mentioned the 

distribution through the county.  (Copies of the respective documents are 

filed with the supplemental papers to the minutes of this meeting.)   

 

   ACTION: 6:55:13 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

iii. Fruitland Park Cub Scout Pack 143 Request 

Mr. La Venia referred to the recent request of the Fruitland Park Cub Scout 

Pack 143 to use the Community Center for its annual celebration, an event 

and a sleepover and that it would follow current guidelines and policies.  

 

After Mr. La Venia confirmed that the Cub Scout has utilized the city’s 

previous community center in the past, Ms. Geraci-Carver addressed, in 

response to Commissioner DeGrave’s inquiry, her plan to review the 

inclusion of civic groups and similar agencies in the fee schedule for rentals 

previously adopted by the city commission.   

 

ACTION: 6:57:17 p.m.  After discussion and by unanimous consent, 

the city commission accepted the aforementioned request of the 

Fruitland Park Cub Scout Pack 143 to use the community center.   

 

iv. Information Technology Discussion 

Mr. La Venia recognized, in speaking with staff, the expiration of the 

existing contract with MMD Inc., information technology retained by the 

city.   

 

   ACTION: 7:00:49 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

(b) City Attorney  

i. City of Fruitland Park v. State of Florida Department of Management 

Services 

Ms. Geraci-Carver stated that she has nothing to report on the State of 

Florida Department of Management Services at this time.   

 

ACTION: 7:01:07 p.m.  No action was taken.   
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ii. Michael and Laurie Fewless v. City of Fruitland Park Lake County 

Case No. 2020-CA-000104 

Ms. Geraci-Carver stated that she has nothing to report on the Michael and 

Laurie Fewless case at this time.   

 

ACTION: 7:01:07 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

iii. Norman C. Cummins v. Stephen P. Angelillo and City of Fruitland 

Park, Lake County Case No. 2020-CA-1026 

With respect to the Norman C. Cummins v. Stephen P. Angelillo case 

(pending code enforcement lien on the property), Ms. Geraci-Carver 

reported that the litigation attorney reached out again to the plaintiff’s lead 

counsel where no response was received; relayed her request to file a motion 

for a status conference or motion for a lack of prosecution and recognized 

the plaintiff’s entitlement to a final judgement against Mr. Angelillo to 

allow the foreclosure sale process. 

 

After Mr. La Venia acknowledged that the buyer for said property is waiting 

for a resolution, Mr. Geraci-Carver addressed her plan to advise the 

litigation attorney to proceed and file.   

 

ACTION: 7:01:07 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 There was no unfinished business to address at this time.   

 

ACTION: 7:02:52 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

8. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Yauk referred to the city commission’s actions relating the problems experienced with 

the TRAKIT/Superion (Solutions) LLC Citizens’ Engagement, CentralSquare 

Technologies software program and questioned the determination of said software being 

functional. 

 

After (Brother) Steven Gerard, resident of Lorain, Ohio and the City of Leesburg, referred 

to Resolution 19-28 Supporting the Unborn adopted by the City of Roswell, New Mexico, 

he suggested that the city, when reviewing its charter, include a provision in adopting a 

pro-life sanctuary or pro-life safe cities and zoning; and voiced his support of Life Peace 

Zones.  (A copy of the resolution is filed with the supplemental papers to the minutes of 

this meeting.)   
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Reverend Gary Blanchard, City of Fruitland Park resident, voiced concerns on blight 

existing in the area; questioned the code enforcement process around the community and 

inquired about the city’s annual cleanup efforts which used to take place in the past.  He 

encouraged the community’s involvement to improve their properties, businesses and 

residential areas.   

 

 ACTION: 7:02:53 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

9.  COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 

 (a) Commissioner Mobilian  

  Commissioner Mobilian stated that he has no comments at this time.   

 

  ACTION: 7:09:33 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

 (b) Commissioner DeGrave 

  Commissioner DeGrave stated that he has no comments at this time.   

 

  ACTION: 7:09:34 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

 (c) Commissioner Bell 

Following Commissioner Bell’s reference to his recent travels on Cutoff Road and 

his concerns on the trash littering the roadway, Mr. La Venia recognized, in 

response, CR 468 and Rose Avenue to be on the city’s proposed paving list, pointed 

out the landscaping maintenance conducted on city roadways and county arterials, 

and voiced reasons why such work by the county on its roadways could not wait.  

 

  ACTION: 7:09:37 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

 (d) Vice Mayor Gunter, Jr. 

  Vice Mayor Gunter stated that he has no comments at this time.   

 

  ACTION: 7:12:02 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

10. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 (a) Wastewater Impact Fee 

After Mayor Cheshire pointed out the issue on wastewater impact fees, Mr. La 

Venia referred to his recent conversations with Mr. Duane K. Booth, BESH-Haiff 

(consultants retained by the city) who previously conducted an update of the city’s 

standard utility, stormwater and roadway and prepared a utility rate study analysis 

for the city.  He noted the grant (State Revolving Fund) allocation towards the 

construction portion of the wastewater treatment facility; relayed Mr. Booth’s 

request for Mr. Bryan A. Mantz, GovRates Inc., to reappear before the city 

commission at a future meeting to conduct the review of impact fees on water rates, 

and pointed out Impact Fees CS/HB 337 introduced by District 33 State 

Representative Brett Hage which limits the increase of same; a copy of which is 

filed with the supplemental papers to the minutes of this meeting.   
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ACTION: 7:12:06 p.m.  By unanimous consent, the city commission 

directed the city manager to contact Mr. Bryan A. Mantz, GovRates Inc., to 

provide a proposal for a wastewater impact fee study for consideration at the 

next meeting.   

 

(b) Code Enforcement  

With reference to Reverend Branchard’s comments on code enforcement issues in 

the city, Mayor Cheshire reported on staff’s current diligence and proactive 

approach recently undertaken regarding vehicles for sale on the residential property 

located 100 Rose Avenue (corner of Berkman Street).  With respect to the Mirror 

Lake Village development, he referred to the issuance of stop orders as silt fences 

were not erected; the lack of sidewalk installation to some of the properties; 

additional activities conducted without applying for permits, and damages caused 

to the water meters.   

 

After Mayor Cheshire suggested the imposition of fines and stringent rules, 

Ms. Geraci-Carver suggested that the problem ought to be considered before the 

Special Magistrate and addressed her intent to review the city’s code to determine 

other provisions in this regard.   

 

Mr. La Venia referred to the previous installation of a pool at 616 Laborde Drive 

without meeting the setback requirements and a permit application and pointed out 

the March 8, 2021 email correspondence from Mr. Lawrence Losciale, EML Pool 

and Spa, to Mr. Jeff Gerling, Alpha International I, LLC (retained by the city) 

regarding same; a copy of which is filed with the supplemental papers to the 

minutes of this meeting.   

 

ACTION: 7:15:44 p.m.  After lengthy discussions, and by unanimous 

consent, the city commission directed the city attorney to work with staff, draft 

provisions and report back to the city commission on: 

 

- permitting code enforcement to issue citations and stop work orders for 

construction work which requires permits for the special magistrate to 

ultimately consider such violations; 

 

- the International Code Council’s Inc.’s International Property 

Maintenance Code, public health safety issues requirements as it relates to 

the city’s abatement of nuisance correcting prohibited conditions, the 

service of notice of violation, and the placement of liens due to neglect and 

abandoned equipment on properties and incorporating same in the LDRs, 

and  

 

- the proposed water study and the proper procedures on engineering, 

designing and upgrading lift stations for future developments. 
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March 11, 2021 Regular Minutes  

(c) Dates to Remember  

Mayor Cheshire announced the following events: 

 

- March 18, 2021, City Commission/Planning and Zoning Joint Workshop at 

6:00 p.m. or immediately after the P&Z Board meeting which may occur at 

6:00 p.m.; 

- March 25, 2021, City Commission Regular at 6:00 p.m.;  

 

- April 8, 2021 City Commission Regular at 6:00 p.m.;   

- April 9, 2021 Lake County League of Cities (LCLC), TBD, Mount Dora Golf 

Course, 1100 South Highland Street, Mount Dora, Florida 32757 at 12:00 p.m.; 

- April 22, 2021 City Commission Regular at 6:00 p.m.;  

- April 28, 2021 Lake⁓Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization Governing 

Board, 1300 Citizens Boulevard, Suite 175, Leesburg, Florida 34748 at 

2:00 p.m.;  

- April 29, 2021, 2021 Lake County Trails Forum, 1 Dozier Court, The Venetian 

Center, Leesburg, Florida 34748 at 5:30 p.m. 

Mayor Cheshire indicated, in response to Commissioner Bell’s comments, that 

the city commission would nominate and appoint another representative if he is 

unable to attend which would be considered at a future meeting.   

 

After Mr. La Venia announced the tentative schedule of the August 2021 FLC’s 

Annual Conference, Commissioner DeGrave expressed interest to be notified 

of its ethics training.   

 

  ACTION: 7:36:14 p.m.  No action was taken.   

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the city commission at this time, on 

motion made, second and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  

 

The minutes were approved at the March 25, 2021 regular meeting.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed _________________________ Signed _____________________________ 

Esther B. Coulson, City Clerk, MMC  Chris Cheshire, Mayor 



RESOLUTION 2021-010 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 2020/2021 FISCAL 
YEAR BUDGET PURSUANT TO SEC. 6.07 OF THE CITY CHARTER  
TO INCREASE EXCUTIVE CONTRACT SERVICES BUDGET AND 
DECREASE THE CONTINGENCY BUDGET; AND PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget of the City of Fruitland Park was adopted 

on September 24, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, funds are required for the Charter review; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to insure the Charter is properly updated; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to utilize Contingency funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to amend the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year budget to 

increase the Executive Contractual Service and decrease Contingency by $10,000. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 

OF FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA: 
 
Section 1. The 2020/2021 budget adopted on September 24, 2020 is amended as set 

forth in Exhibit "A" attached hereto. 
 
Section 2. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its final adoption by the 

City Commission of the City of Fruitland Park, Florida. 
 

PASSED AND RESOLVED this 25th day of March 2021, by the City Commission of the City of 
Fruitland Park, Florida. 
 
______________________________ 
City of Fruitland Park  
Chris Cheshire,  Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________ 
Esther B. Coulson, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
Mayor Cheshire  ____(Yes),  ____(No),  ____(Abstained), ____(Absent) 
Vice Mayor Gunter   ____(Yes),  ____(No),  ____(Abstained),  ____(Absent)  



Commissioner Bell  ____(Yes),  ____(No),  ____(Abstained),  ____(Absent)  
Commissioner DeGrave ____(Yes),  ____(No),  ____(Abstained),  ____(Absent) 
Commissioner Mobilian ____(Yes),  ____(No),  ____(Abstained),  ____(Absent) 
 
 
Approved as to form and legality: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Anita Geraci-Carver 
City Attorney 
 
 
 
 





CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK  

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

Item Number: 6a  
 
ITEM TITLE: Superion (Solutions) LLC – CentralSquare 

Technologies Discussion 
For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by: City Manager/City Attorney 
Date Submitted:   March 16, 2020 
Funds Required:   No 
Account Number:   N/A 
Amount Required:   N/A 
Balance Remaining:  N/A 
Attachments: None 
 
Item Description:   Superion (Solutions) LLC (CentralSquare 
Technologies) discussion regarding the TRAKiT software platform.  (Addressed at 
the February 25, 2021 regular meeting.) 
 
Action to be Taken:  
 
Staff’s Recommendation:  
 
Additional Comments:  N/A  
 
City Manager Review:  Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:  Yes 



CI TY O F FR UI TLAN D  P AR K  
AGEN D A I TEM S UMMAR Y S H EET 

I t e m  N u m b e r :  6 b   
 
ITEM TITLE: Wastewater Impact Fee Study Proposal 
For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by: City Manager/City Attorney 
Date Submitted:   March 16, 2020 
Funds Required:   No 
Account Number:   N/A 
Amount Required:   N/A 
Balance Remaining:  N/A 
Attachments:  
 
Item Description:   Wastewater Impact Fee Study Proposal from 
GovRates Inc.  (Addressed at the March 11, 2021 regular meeting.) 
 
Action to be Taken:  
 
Staff’s Recommendation:  
 
Additional Comments:  N/A  
 
City Manager Review:  Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:  Yes 



CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK  

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

Item Number: 6c 
 

ITEM TITLE:   February 2021 Financial Report 
For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by:   City Treasurer 
Date Submitted:  March 17, 2021 
Funds Required:  N/A 
Attachments:   February 2021 Financial Report 
 
Item Description:  February 2021 Financial Report.  The 
financial report shows revenues and expenses for all funds through 
February 28, 2021.  The budget memorandum reflects the revenues and 
expenses for the general and utility funds minus restricted revenues and 
expenses to reflect a more accurate financial picture.  The balance of the 
restricted funds in the memorandum are as of February 28, 2021 and on 
the SBA Investments are as of December 31, 2020. Actual transfer of 
funds is implemented quarterly. 
 
Action to be Taken: Review and accept the February 2021 

Financial Report  
 
Staff’s Recommendation: Approve the February 2021 Financial Report 
 
Additional Comments: None 
 
City Manager Review: Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:  Yes 



Agenda Item #   
   

   

  

 
 

CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK 
 MEMORANDUM  
         To: Honorable Mayor, Commission Members, City Manager, and City Clerk 
     From: Jeannine Racine, Finance Director  JRR 

     Date:  March 16, 2021 
Subject:   Year-To-Date Budget Report 

For the period ending February 28, 2021 
  
 
Attached is the February Budget Report, reflecting revenues and expenses through February 28, 2021.   
At the end of February, 42% of the fiscal year has lapsed.  During the month of February, 362 invoices were 
processed totaling $636,675.  Unusual payments were: $215,082 for Lake County Fire for 3 months of 
payments, $68,834 for SRF Loan payment, $47,284 for Alpha International for 3 months of payments, 
$27,442 for Code Enforcement vehicle (Chevy Silverado 1500). 
 

Revenue & Expense Summaries of the General Fund are as follows:   
 

     Revenue   %    Expenditures   % Rev - Exp 

General Fund    $              5,714,568  58%    $              3,535,132  36%  $        2,179,436  

Restricted Funds    $               (265,169) -3%    $               (307,957) -3%  $            (42,788) 

Grand Total    $              5,449,399  55%    $              3,227,175  33%  $        2,222,224  

General Fund   Rev vs Exp      $              2,222,224    
 

        
Revenue & Expense Summaries of the Utility Fund are as follows:   

      Revenue   %    Expenditures   % Rev - Exp 

Utility Fund    $                 982,295  39%    $                 738,355  29%  $           243,940  

Restricted Funds    $                 (60,820) -2%    $                 (68,834) -3%  $              (8,014) 

Grand Total    $                 921,475  36%    $                 669,521  26%  $           251,954  

Utility Fund   Rev vs Exp      $                 251,954    
 

        
Revenue & Expense Summaries of the City's various funds are as follows:   

 
     Revenue   %     Expenditures   % Rev - Exp 

General Fund    $              5,714,568  58%    $              3,535,132  36%  $        2,179,436  

Redevelopment    $                 593,484  99%    $                   26,731  4%  $           566,753  

Capital Projects    $                 322,981  39%    $                 187,082  22%  $           135,899  

Utility Fund    $                 982,295  39%    $                 738,355  29%  $           243,940  

Recreation Fund    $                   20,197  34%    $                     9,132  15%  $             11,065  

Grand Total    $              7,633,524       $              4,496,432     $        3,137,093  

       

Change in Fund 
Balance  

  
 
The General Fund revenues versus expenses (minus restricted) indicates an increase of approximately 
$2,222,224. 
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The Utility Fund revenues versus expenses (minus restricted) indicates an increase of approximately  
$251,954. 
 
 
Balance of Restricted Funds at the end of February: 
 
General Fund      Utility Fund 
Public Safety Fire            $1,783,955   
Public Safety Police   $792,643 Sewer Impact   $  83.051 
Public Safety Total            $2,576,599 Water Impact   $859,775 
Storm water    $251,422  Total Restricted               $942,827 
Building              $1,701,879  
Police Forfeiture   $    3,373 
Abandon Property   $  34,950 
Paving     $200,000 
Cemetery    $  71,789 Other Funds 
Police Education   $        -11 Redevelopment    $875,735 
Fire Fee Refunds                $   32,563 CIP     $670,027 
Police Donations   $   10,405 Recreation   -($12,847) 
Total Restricted              $4,895,008 Rec 5ks      $10,616 
 
 
Please see the attached YTD Budget Expense Report Summary for Expenses by Department, and the 
February Year to Date Budget Reports for the details. 
 
We have $6.543 million in SBA investments.  The SBA investment summary shows all restricted fund 
balances at the end of December 30, 2020.   The restricted funds are updated quarterly.  Please see the 
Investments attachment for details.   
 
The current debt reflected in the Utility Fund is –($618,134) which is a increase of $55,842 of the debt at the 
end of FY2020 -($562,291), a decrease of –($322,258) from the debt the end of FY2018–($884,550).  
There are several reasons the debt may have increased this year.  Creating two checking accounts will not 
stop all payments from coming out of the General Fund.  Stormwater, taxes, and solid waste are billed on 
the utility bill and this creates a due to the General Fund each month when we bill because that revenue 
belongs to the General Fund.  On the utility bills, approximately 66k/month is due to the General Fund from 
Utility. There are larger bills such as Tyler Technology and insurance bills that are mostly General Fund but 
partially include the Utility Fund.  This creates a due to General Fund for the utility portion of the bill.  For 
Tyler, it is approximately 32k per year and liability insurance is also 32k per year.  All payments to and from 
the state are set up to go into and come out of the General Fund bank account and must be manually 
transferred to the Utility account. 
 
 
We have $15.600 million in various accounts (USB Bank, SBOA Investments, Certificate of Deposits and 
Edward Jones).  Please see the Summary of Cash Accounts by Funds attachment for details.   
 
Please see me if you have any questions or comments regarding this report. 
 
        Attachments: 
        Budget Summary – GF & Utility 
        SBA Investments Summary 
        SBA FY2021 UT Summary 
        Cash Summary-All accounts 
        Year to Date Budget Report 



CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK
FEBRUARY 2021 FEB

YTD BUDGET REPORT SUMMARY - EXPENSES 42.0%

Inlucdes 
P.O.s Expend Used

Original Tranfrs/ Revised YTD YTD Available % % -Over/ -Over
Budget Adjstmts Budget Expended Encumb Budget Expended Used Under Under Expended

GENERAL FUND
01511 LEGISLATIVE 97,064 97,064 38,589 58,475 39.8% 39.8% 2.2% 2.2% Under
01512 EXECUTIVE 444,829 444,829 166,812 16,150 261,867 37.5% 41.1% 4.5% 0.9% Under
01513 FINANCE 340,944 340,944 112,218 228,726 32.9% 32.9% 9.1% 9.1% Under
01514 LEGAL COUNSEL 85,300 85,300 22,950 62,350 26.9% 26.9% 15.1% 15.1% Under
01519 OTHER GEN GOVT SERVICES 578,569 412,432 991,001 608,156 118,909 263,937 61.4% 73.4% -19.4% -31.4% OVER Cares Act

01521 LAW ENFORCEMENT 2,399,838 10,362 2,410,200 966,683 47,650 1,395,867 40.1% 42.1% 1.9% -0.1% Under
01522 FIRE CONTROL 826,633 304,594 1,131,227 518,966 612,261 45.9% 45.9% -3.9% -3.9% OVER
01524 BUILDING & ZONING 925,588 925,588 296,337 39,145 590,106 32.0% 36.2% 10.0% 5.8% Under
01534 SOLID WASTE 510,856 510,856 215,648 295,208 42.2% 42.2% -0.2% -0.2% OVER
01538 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 524,275 524,275 2,250 522,025 0.4% 0.4% 41.6% 41.6% Under
01541 ROAD & STREET 575,777 575,777 123,681 452,096 21.5% 21.5% 20.5% 20.5% Under
01571 LIBRARY 573,277 573,277 221,701 351,576 38.7% 38.7% 3.3% 3.3% Under
01572 MUNICIPAL POOL 158,763 158,763 22,618 136,145 14.2% 14.2% 27.8% 27.8% Under
01573 PARKS/RECREATION MAINT 402,459 402,459 101,490 3,799 297,170 25.2% 26.2% 16.8% 15.8% Under
01574 RECREATION 313,950 313,950 116,215 197,735 37.0% 37.0% 5.0% 5.0% Under
01581 INTERFUND TRANSFERS 428,238 428,238 120,000 308,238 28.0% 28.0% 14.0% 14.0% Under

FUND 001 TOTAL GENERAL FUND 9,186,360 727,388 9,913,748 3,654,312 225,653 6,033,783 36.9% 39.1% 5.1% 2.9% Under
Expend

Original Tranfrs/ Revised YTD YTD Available % % -Over Over
Budget Adjstmts Budget Expended Encumb Budget Expended Used Under Under Expended

UTILITY FUND
40533 WATER 1,227,981 0 1,227,981 250,444 977,537 20.4% 20.4% 21.6% 21.6% Under
40535 SEWER 1,299,361 0 1,299,361 487,911 119,851 691,600 37.6% 46.8% 4.4% -4.8% Under

FUND 400 TOTAL UTILITY FUND 2,527,342 0 2,527,342 738,355 119,851 1,669,137 29.2% 34.0% 12.8% 8.0% Under



Florida State Board of Administration  Investments AS OF:

Previous Balance Deposits Withdrawal Audit Entry SBA Interest Due T/F Ending Balance
General Fund-01000

15100 Unrestricted -136,264.20 552.36 -40,447.76 -176,159.60
Restricted

15140 Cemetery 67,100.40 67,100.40
15122 Building Dept 1,805,398.16 1,805,398.16
15117 Police Impact 790,633.78 790,633.78
15118 Fire Impact 1,779,938.77 1,779,938.77
15110 Police Education (2nd $) -294.48 -294.48
15111 Police Drug Forfeiture 3,373.38 3,373.38
15119 Police Donation 12,115.26 12,115.26
15123 Library Donation 2,037.58 2,037.58
15124 Recreation Donation 10,000.00 10,000.00
15125 Stormwater 244,624.18 244,624.18
15130 Paving 200,000.00 200,000.00
15170 Abandoned Property 33,950.00 33,950.00

Redevelopment Trust Fund-20000
15100 Redevelopment 788,186.69 90.46 -11,788.75 776,488.40

Unrestricted

General CIP/Infrastructure- 30000
15112 Infrastructure 457,467.49 52.50 112,751.58 570,271.57

Unrestricted 0.00 0.00

Utility Fund - 40000
15100 Unrestricted -574,797.15 56.26 -63,393.80 -638,134.69

Restricted
15107 SRF Debt Service 68,834.23 68,834.23
15115 Sewer Impact 144,541.52 144,541.52
15116 Water Impact 851,567.10 851,567.10

Fire Pension - 60000
15103 Restricted -461.47 -91.73 -553.20

Recreation Fund - 62000
15104 Rec Funds -10,671.14 -0.66 2,970.46 -7,701.34

15131 5Ks 5,403.06 5,403.06
0.00 0.00

Total Funds 6,542,683.16 750.92 0.00 6,543,434.08

Statement Account 151321 6,542,683.16 750.92 6,543,434.08
Unrealized Gain 
Total Statements 6,542,683.16 6,543,434.08

UT FY2018 -884,550.00 0.00
UT FY2021 -638,134.69
Reduction -246,415.31

February 28, 2021



SBA UT only

P:\Finance\Finance Director\Jeannine's Documents\EOM\BUDGET REPORTS-COMMISSION\FY2021\FEB\SBA UTIL 
Ending Balance Sep 2018 thru FEB.2021

History of State Board Administration of Investments for the Utility Fund only

Month Due To/From Ending Balance

Sep-18 -256,577.01 -884,550.22 EPA Grant 500k plus 725k construction expenses 

Oct-18 647,716.42 -237,177.66 Accrued 500K from EPA Grant back to FY2018
Nov-18 -365,624.78 -601,942.52
Dec-19 5,968.94 -595,823.69
Jan-19 23,308.40 -572,346.11
Feb-19 -193,216.14 -765,314.67 Impact fees revenue moved to impact fees
Mar-19 179,271.87 -585,863.23
Apr-19 61,107.86 -524,198.83
May-19 -227,505.81 -751,001.40
Jun-19 78,828.99 -778,791.85 Impact fees revenue moved to impact fees
Jul-19 42,161.10 -774,837.83

Aug-19 149,108.96 -519,873.91 Sewer Impact Fees used to pay SRF
Sep-19 38,192.46 -491,094.70 Ending Balance FY2019

-393,455.52 Debt has decreased at end of FY2019

Oct-19 47,749.67 -462,855.49
Nov-19 64,920.68 -441,031.11
Dec-19 -75,292.68 -527,768.07
Jan-20 31,210.18 -506,182.66
Feb-20 35,771.09 -422,377.70
Mar-20 52,833.13 -403,893.52
Apr-20 52,817.54 -368,172.09
May-20 15,981.30 -371,370.98
Jun-20 -16,748.70 -417,692.17
Jul-20 -5,134.78 -422,600.52

Aug-20 -126,871.11 -526,497.11
Sep-20 -94,692.93 -562,291.81

-322,258.41 -- $884,550 Debt has decreased 
71,197.11 Increase from FY2019

Oct-20 -39,473.21 -623,203.51
Nov-20 -10,286.95 -652,203.83
Dec-20 -57,414.66 -714,459.41
Jan-21 -60,416.92 -574,797.15 Transferred $200,000 from UT USB
Feb-21 -63,393.80 -618,134.69

-266,415.53 -- $884,550 Debt has decreased 
55,842.88 Increase from FY2020



SUMMARY OF

CASH ACCOUNTS

BY FUNDS

AS OF: 28-Feb-2021

SBOA 

Investments USB Citizens CDs Edward Jones Total Total Fund

General Fund 4,752,717$    6,783,197$         200,000$        11,735,915$  11,907,246$    GF

Police/Fire Fee 32,563$              32,563$         

Payroll 138,768$            138,768$       

Redevelopment 776,488$       100,000$        Citizens 876,488$       876,488$         Redevp

Capital Projects 570,272$       100,000$        Citizens 670,272$       670,272$         CIP

Utility Fund 446,808$       446,808$       1,340,320$      Utility

Utility Fund 709,267$            709,267$       

Utility Deposit 184,245$            184,245$       

Muncipal FF (553)$             808,606$       808,052$       808,052$         FF Pension 

Recreation (2,298)$          (2,298)$         (2,298)$            Rec

Total Funds 6,543,434$    7,848,040$         -$      400,000$        808,606$       15,600,080$  15,600,080$    







































































































CI TY O F FR UI TLAN D  P AR K  
AGEN D A I TEM S UMMAR Y S H EET 

I t e m  N u m b e r :  6 d  
 
ITEM TITLE: Second Reading and Public Hearing - Ordinance 

2021-002 Alcohol Beverages Consumption Policy 
For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by: City Attorney/City Manager/Parks and Recreation 

Director 
Date Submitted:   March 6, 2021 
Funds Required:   None  
Account Number:    
Amount Required:    
Balance Remaining:   
Attachments: Proposed ordinance and affidavit 
 
Item Description:   Proposed Ordinance 2020-002 Alcohol Beverages 
Consumption Policy.  (The first reading was held on March 25, 2021.) 
 
Action to be Taken: Enact Ordinance 2021-002. 
 
Staff’s Recommendation: Approval  
 
Additional Comments: None 
 
City Manager Review:  Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:  Yes 
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ORDINANCE 2021-002 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

FRUITLAND PARK, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AMENDING 

CHAPTER 33 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CREATE A POLICY 

RELATING TO POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGES AND ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE PERMIT; 

PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE, SEVERABILITY AND 

CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Fruitland Park desires to preserve and 

improve the general welfare of the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, Chapters 561 and 562, Florida Statutes, provide definitions of words and 

terms applicable to this ordinance and govern alcoholic beverages; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to allow lawful possession and consumption of 

alcoholic beverages within the Fruitland Park Community Center, while prohibiting outside of the 

Fruitland Park Community Center and on other City owned property, except where specifically 

allowed by permit for special events; and  

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to adopt a policy relating thereto.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Commissioners of the City of 

Fruitland Park, Lake County, Florida, as follows: 

Section 1.  Recitals.  The foregoing recitals are true and correct. 

Section 2. Alcoholic beverages on city property.  Sec. 33.60 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Fruitland Park, Florida, is hereby created to read as follows: 

Sec. 33.60. – Alcoholic beverages on city property.  

(A) State law adopted.  All of the provisions of F.S. ch. 561 and ch. 562 are adopted 

as to the definition of words and terms, and as to the regulations of the 

manufacture, distribution and sale of alcoholic beverages; and all of the 

provisions of F.S. ch. 562 are adopted as fully and to the same extent as if 

repeated herein in full.  

(B) Fruitland Park Community Center.  

a. The consumption, sale, or distribution of alcoholic beverages is 

permissible only within the Fruitland Park Community Center by 

persons over the legal drinking age of 21 years old.  Alcohol is 

prohibited outside the Fruitland Park Community Center.  

b. No alcoholic beverages may be sold or consumed in the Fruitland Park 

Community Center without an Alcoholic Beverage Permit issued by the 
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City.  Application for such a permit shall be made through the Parks and 

Recreation Department and approved by the City Manager.  The City 

Commission may adopt a fee by resolution to be submitted with any 

application for an alcoholic beverage permit. 

c. Alcoholic beverages may not be consumed, sold or distributed without 

compliance with all of the following: Any person or entity serving or 

selling alcohol at the Fruitland Park Community Center must provide 

liquor liability insurance for every event when alcohol is served.  Any 

entity serving or selling alcohol at the community center must have an 

alcoholic beverage permit issued by the State of Florida and provide a 

copy of it to the City of Fruitland Park. 

d. At any function where alcohol is to be consumed at the facility, the 

applicant must provide the City with proof of a minimum $1 million 

general liability insurance coverage with the City of Fruitland Park 

named as a co-insured and liquor liability insurance with a minimum 

coverage of $1 million with the City of Fruitland Park named as the co-

insured.  The provision of such insurance shall not be deemed as a 

waiver of the City’s sovereign immunity. 

(C) Prohibitions. 

a. Public places – prohibition.  No person shall consume any alcoholic 

beverage, or be in actual possession of any open container of any kind 

which contains any alcoholic beverage, while on or within any public 

place, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.  The City 

Commission, by permit, may approve the consumption of alcoholic 

beverages in public places for special events hosted by the City.  The 

application for such a permit shall be made through the Parks and 

Recreation Department.  The City Commission may adopt a fee by 

resolution to be submitted with any application for an alcoholic 

beverage permit. 

b. The Alcoholic Beverage Permit shall set forth the terms and conditions 

of the permit, and shall be conditioned upon the permittee providing 

proof of insurance and obtaining all necessary state licenses for the sale 

of alcoholic beverages for the special event.  

c. The applicant must provide the City with proof of a minimum $1 million 

general liability insurance coverage with the City of Fruitland Park 

named as a co-insured and liquor liability insurance with a minimum 

coverage of $1 million with the City of Fruitland Park named as the co-

insured.  The provision of such insurance shall not be deemed as a 

waiver of the City’s sovereign immunity. 

d. Public place for purposes of this chapter includes all parks, walks, 

alleys, streets, boulevards, avenues, lanes, roads, highways, or other 

ways or thoroughfares dedicated to public use or owned or maintained 

by the city; and all grounds and buildings owned, leased by, operated, 

or maintained by the city. 

 Section 3. Inclusion in Code. It is the intent of the Commissioners that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the City of Fruitland Park Code 
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and that the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered and the word "ordinance" 

may be changed to "section", "article", or such other appropriate word “or phrase in order to 

accomplish such intentions.   

Section 4. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this 

Ordinance is for any reason held or declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such 

holding or invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance; and it shall be 

construed to have been the Commissioner’s intent to pass this Ordinance without such 

unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative part therein; and the remainder of this Ordinance, after the 

exclusion of such part or parts shall be deemed and held to be valid, as if such parts had not been 

included herein; or if this Ordinance or any provisions thereof shall be held inapplicable to any 

person, groups of persons, property, kind of property, circumstances or set of circumstances, such 

holding shall not affect the applicability thereof to any other person, property or circumstances. 

Section 5. Conflicts. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed.  

 

 Section 6.   Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective as provided for by 

law. 

 

PASSED and ORDAINED this _________ day of _______________, 2021, by the City 

Commission of the City of Fruitland Park, Florida. 

 

______________________________ 

Chris Cheshire, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 

Esther B. Coulson, City Clerk, MMC 

 

 

Mayor Cheshire  __  (Yes),    (No),    (Abstained),    (Absent) 

Vice Mayor Gunter   (Yes),    (No),    (Abstained),    (Absent) 

Commissioner Bell   (Yes),     (No),    (Abstained),    (Absent) 

Commissioner DeGrave  (Yes),    (No),    (Abstained),    (Absent) 

Commissioner Mobilian  (Yes),    (No),    (Abstained),    (Absent) 

 

First Reading   March 11, 2021 

Second Reading ________________ 
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Approved as to form and legality: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Anita Geraci-Carver, City Attorney 



UN 
Published Daily 

Lady Lake, Florida 
State of Florida 
County Of Lake 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared 
Julie Callahan, who on oath says that she is Legal Ad 
Coordinator of the DAILY SUN, a daily newspaper 
published at Lady Lake in Lake County, Florida with 
circulation in Lake, Sumter and Marion Counties; that the 
attached copy of advertisement, being a Legal #00993833 
in the matter of ORDINANCE 2021-002 
was published in said newspaper in the issues of 

MARCH 16, 2021 
Affiant further says that the said Daily Sun is a newspaper 
published at Lady Lake in said Lake County, Florida, and 
that the said newspaper has heretofore been continuously 
published in said Lake County, Florida each week and has 
been entered as second class mail matter at the post office 
in Lady Lake, in said Lake County, Florida, for a period of 
one year next preceding the first publication of the 
attached copy of advertisements; and affiant further says 
that he has neither paid nor promised any person, firm, or 
Corporation any discount, rebate, commission or refund 
for the purpose of securing this advertisement for 
Publication in the said newspaper. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this_./_.{_...(),,,__ __ _ 
day of YV\Q ~ 20.;>. { . • 

~~6&lwchuJuQ~ 
Robin L. Baldeschwieler, Notary 

Personally Known. ____ ,....Xc_ ______ or 
Production Identification --------
Type ofldentification Produced 

i ~~--- f :ca.as a 

.. ·:~,J~if~i?,;;.. ROBIN L. BALDESCHW~ER. ~ ,~ pc ~ 

:•: : .. ·, MY COMMISSION# HH 022967 
'-1~.- .. \?,// EXPIRES: October 10,.2024 

'• •~~I::.:·:_ Bonded l'hrn Notary Publ ic Underwlitars 

Attach Notice Here: 

ORDINANCE 2021 -002 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE . 
CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK, 
LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; 

AMENDING CHAPTER 33 OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

TO CREATE A POLICY 
RELATING TO POSSESSION 

AND CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND 

I ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE PERMIT; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION 
IN THE CODE, SEVERABILITY 

AND CONFLICTS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This ordinance will be presented 
for public hearing by the City of 
Fru itland Park City Commission 
at its regular meeting to be .held 
on Thursday, March 25, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. in the commission 
chambers of city hall , 506 West 
Berckman Street, Fruitland Park, 
Florida 34731. This me_eting is 
open to the public and hearings 
may be continued as determined 
by the commission from t_ime to 
time to a time certain This 
ordinance may be reviewed or 
copies of same obtained from 
the city clerk's office at city hall. 

Anyone requiring special 
_ accommodations at this meeting 
because of disability or physical 
impai rment should contact the 
city clerk's office at city hall (352) 
360-6727 at least at least forty
eig ht (48) hours prior to the 
hearing. (Florida Statutes 
286.26) . Interested parties may 
appear at the meeting and be 
heard with respect to the 
prop osed ordinance . 

If a person decides to appeal 
any decision made by the 
Com munity RedevelO"pment 
Agency with respect to any 
matter considered at su ch 
meeting or hearing, he or she 
wil l need a record of the 
proceedings. For such purposes, 
any such person may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of 

the proceedings is made, _which 
record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which t~e 
appeal is to be based. The c_1ty 
does · not provide verbatim 
records . (Florida Stat~tes 
286-.0105) 
# 993_833 · March 16, 2021 



CI TY O F FR UI TLAN D  P AR K  
AGEN D A I TEM S UMMAR Y S H EET 

I t e m  N u m b e r :  7 a   
 
ITEM TITLE: City Manager’s Report 
For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by: City Manager 
Date Submitted:   March 15, 2021 
Funds Required:   No 
Account Number:   N/A 
Amount Required:   N/A 
Balance Remaining:  N/A 
Attachments: Yes, AHAC letter 
 
Item Description:   City Manager’s Report  
 
i. Economic Development Status Update 

 
ii. COVID-19 Status Update 

 
iii. Waste Management Contract Discussion 

 
iv. Affordable Housing Discussion 

Lake County Affordable Housing Advisory Committee Chairperson’s request 
for municipal representation.   
 

Action to be Taken:  
 
Staff’s Recommendation:  
 
Additional Comments:  N/A  
 
City Manager Review:  Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:  Yes 



 
 

Board of County Commissioners 
P.O. Box 7800 • 315 W. Main St., Suite 316 • Tavares, FL 32778 

 
 

P 352.343.9850 • F 352.343.9495 
Board of County Commissioners • www.lakecountyfl.gov 

Douglas B. Shields Sean M. Parks, AICP, QEP Kirby Smith Leslie Campione Josh Blake 
 District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 

 
March 15, 2020 
 
Mr. Gary La Venia, City Manager 
City of Fruitland Park 
506 West Berckman Street 
Fruitland Park, FL  34731 
 
Dear Mr. La Venia: 
 
The Affordable Housing Advisory Committee (AHAC) is seeking collaboration and input from Lake 
County municipalities on issues related to the affordability of housing, as well as a variety of items 
that the AHAC is now required to report on annually to the State.  You should have received a 
survey on March 12, 2021 via e-mail entitled “Strategies to Encourage Affordable Housing” which 
will assist us in providing information related to your specific city or town to the AHAC at our 
upcoming March meeting. 
 
In addition to returning the survey, we are hopeful that each municipality will participate by 
appointing a representative to attend our next AHAC meeting scheduled for March 24, 2021, and 
potentially attend going forward if available to do so.   
 
We would like gather information about strategies each city may already be using including, but not 
limited to, the following categories: 

• Expedited Permitting 
• Ongoing Regulatory Review Process (considering how each ordinance will impact 

the construction of affordable housing) 
• Street Requirements (i.e. a narrower road could save the developer on infrastructure 

costs thereby reducing the cost of the home) 
• Fee Waivers (impact, permitting, inspection, site plan, rezoning etc.) 
• Accessory Dwelling Units (reducing regulations on ADU) 
• Flexible Lot Configurations (i.e. zero lot line) 
• Density Flexibility (i.e. density bonus) 
• Reduction in Parking or Setback Requirements 
• Transit Oriented Development 
• Surplus municipal lands and offer for affordable housing  
• Reservation of Infrastructure Capacity for Affordable Housing Developments 

 
 



 

 
Please email the name and contact information for your representative to: 
 
Nicole DeYarman, Interim Director 
Lake County Office of Housing and Human Services 
Email: ndeyarman@lakecountyfl.gov 
Phone: (352) 742-6540 
 
For those not familiar, the AHAC identifies improvements needed to the housing delivery system, 
with particular emphasis on the provision of affordable housing to very low and low-income 
households and workforce housing throughout Lake County. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Leslie Campione  
Commissioner, District 4 
 
  

mailto:ndeyarman@lakecountyfl.gov


CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK  

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

Item Number: 7b 
ITEM TITLE:    CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
For the Meeting of:   March 25, 2021 
Submitted by:    City Attorney  
Date Submitted:   March 19, 2021 
Funds Required:   None 
Attachments:    None 
Item Description:   City Attorney Report 
City of Fruitland Park v. State of Florida – Department of Management Services: The hearing 
has been rescheduled to take place June 7 -9, 2021 by the State of Florida, Division of 
Administrative Hearings. 
 
Michael and Laurie Fewless v. City of Fruitland Park, Lake County Case No. 2020-CA-000104 
(Judge Welke): Plaintiffs filed a two-count complaint against the City alleging negligence and 
breach of fiduciary duty.  Plaintiffs seek in excess of $600,000.00.  The lawsuit arises from the FRS 
retirement program.  Attorney Thomas on behalf of the City filed a Motion to Dismiss to 
complaint.  On March 12, 2020 Circuit Court Welke entered an Order referring the Motion to 
Dismiss to the General Magistrate to hold a hearing on the Motion.  On March 20, 2020 Plaintiffs’ 
attorney filed an objection to the Order referring to the General Magistrate; therefore, Judge 
Welke will hold a hearing on the City’s Motion to Dismiss.  A hearing on the Motion has not yet 
been scheduled.  On February 24, 2021 Plaintiff sent a discovery request to the City requesting 
documents.  The city manager is working with attorney Thomas to complete all outstanding 
discovery and then Mr. Thomas will schedule the Motion to Dismiss for hearing.  
 
Norman C. Cummins v. Stephen P. Angelillo and City of Fruitland Park, Lake County Case No. 
2020-CA-1026 (Judge Davis):  Plaintiff purports to be the mortgage holder on Lake County Parcel 
Id. 10-19-24-0002-000-07500 for a loan issued to Stephen P. Angelillo.  The City is named as a 
party defendant because the City has an existing code enforcement lien recorded against the 
same property.  The City’s lien also encumbers additional parcels.  The Plaintiff has filed an action 
to foreclose the property and seeks to extinguish the City’s lien as against the above-described 
parcel.  As of June 29, 2020, the accumulated fines are approximately $82,000.00.  On July 15, 
2020 Attorney Andrew Dayes filed an Answer and Affirmative Defenses on behalf of the City.  On 
October 8, 2020 Plaintiff filed a Motion for Clerk’s Default.  The default was entered the same 
day.  Litigation counsel for the City again reached out to Plaintiff’s counsel to discuss the case.  
We are waiting a response from Plaintiff’s lead attorney.  As of the date of this report Plaintiff’s 
counsel has not responded.  I will provide an update at the meeting. 
 
Action to be Taken:   N/A 
Staff’s Recommendation:  N/A 
Additional Comments:  None 
City Manager Review:   Yes 
Mayor Authorization:   Yes 



CI TY O F FR UI TLAN D  P AR K  
AGEN D A I TEM S UMMAR Y S H EET 

I t e m  N u m b e r :  9  
 
ITEM TITLE:    Public Comments  
For the Meeting of:  March 25, 2021 
Submitted by:   City Clerk 
Date Submitted:   March 15, 2021 
Funds Required:   None 
Account Number:   N/A 
Amount Required:   N/A 
Balance Remaining:  N/A 
Attachments: Yes, Resolution 2013-023, Public Participation 

Policy and Chapter 286 Florida Statutes 
 
Item Description: This section is reserved for members of the public to bring up 
matters of concern or opportunities for praise. Action may not be taken by the city 
commission at this meeting; however, questions may be answered by staff or issues 
may be referred for appropriate staff action. 
 
Note: Pursuant to F.S. 286.0114 and the City of Fruitland Park’s Public Participation 
Policy adopted by Resolution 2013-023, members of the public shall be given a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard on propositions before the city commission. 
Accordingly, comments, questions, and concerns regarding items listed on this 
agenda shall be received at the time the City Commission addresses such items 
during this meeting.  Pursuant to Resolution 2013-023, public comments are 
limited to three minutes. 
 
Action to be Taken:  None 
 
Staff’s Recommendation: N/A 
 
Additional Comments:  N/A 
 
City Manager Review:  Yes 
 
Mayor Authorization:  Yes 



RESOLUTION 2013 -023

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF FRUITLAND
PARK, FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR A PUBLIC PARTICIPATION POLICY
WITH REGARD TO MEETINGS OF CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Commission wishes to adopt a public participation policy for meetings of the
City's boards and commissions; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission accordingly desires to pass this Resolution 2013-023 to do so.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The following Public Participation Policy shall apply to meetings of City boards or
commissions as provided herein.

Sec. 1. Citizen's Rights

(a) Definition. For the purposes of this section, "board or commission" means a board or
commission of the City of Fruitland Park.

(b) Right to be Heard: Members of the public shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be
heard on a proposition before a City board or commission except as provided for below.
Public input shall be limited to three (3) minutes. This right does not apply to:

1. An official act that must be taken to deal with an emergency situation affecting the
public health, welfare, or safety, if compliance with the requirements would cause
an unreasonable delay in the ability of the board or commission to act;

2. An official act involving no more than a ministerial act, including, but not limited to,
approval of minutes and ceremonial proclamations;

3. A meeting that is exempt from §286.011; or
~

4. A meeting during which the Commission is acting in a quasi-judicial capacity. This
paragraph does not affect the right of a person to be heard as otherwise provided
bylaw.

Sec. 2.

(a)

(b)

Suspension and Amendment of these Rules

Suspension of these Rules: Any provision of these rules not governed by the City Charter
or City Code may be temporarily suspended by a vote of a majority of the Commission.

Amendment of these Rules: These rules may be amended or new rules adopted by
resolution.



Resolution 2013 
Page 2

(c) Effect of Variance from Rules: The failure to follow this Public Participation Policy shall
not be grounds for invalidating any otherwise lawful act of the City's boards or
commissions.

Section 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for
any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of
the remaining portion of this Resolution.

Section 3. This Rej)olution shall become effective immediately upon passage.

RESOLVED this cR6 day of Sy~ ,2013, by the City Commission of the

City of Fruitland Park, Florida. ~.

Christopher J. Bell, Mayor

~""'l-.L'",ting City Clerk

Passed First Reading 9j.:< ~ /z() /;3
J 7

Reading ",IA
c
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Select Year:   2019  Go

The 2019 Florida Statutes

Title XIX
PUBLIC BUSINESS

Chapter 286 
PUBLIC BUSINESS: MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

View Entire Chapter

286.0114 Public meetings; reasonable opportunity to be heard; attorney fees.—
(1) For purposes of this section, “board or commission” means a board or commission of any state agency or

authority or of any agency or authority of a county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision.
(2) Members of the public shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on a proposition before a board or

commission. The opportunity to be heard need not occur at the same meeting at which the board or commission
takes official action on the proposition if the opportunity occurs at a meeting that is during the decisionmaking
process and is within reasonable proximity in time before the meeting at which the board or commission takes the
official action. This section does not prohibit a board or commission from maintaining orderly conduct or proper
decorum in a public meeting. The opportunity to be heard is subject to rules or policies adopted by the board or
commission, as provided in subsection (4).

(3) The requirements in subsection (2) do not apply to:
(a) An official act that must be taken to deal with an emergency situation affecting the public health, welfare, or

safety, if compliance with the requirements would cause an unreasonable delay in the ability of the board or
commission to act;

(b) An official act involving no more than a ministerial act, including, but not limited to, approval of minutes and
ceremonial proclamations;

(c) A meeting that is exempt from s. 286.011; or
(d) A meeting during which the board or commission is acting in a quasi-judicial capacity. This paragraph does

not affect the right of a person to be heard as otherwise provided by law.
(4) Rules or policies of a board or commission which govern the opportunity to be heard are limited to those that:
(a) Provide guidelines regarding the amount of time an individual has to address the board or commission;
(b) Prescribe procedures for allowing representatives of groups or factions on a proposition to address the board

or commission, rather than all members of such groups or factions, at meetings in which a large number of
individuals wish to be heard;

(c) Prescribe procedures or forms for an individual to use in order to inform the board or commission of a desire
to be heard; to indicate his or her support, opposition, or neutrality on a proposition; and to indicate his or her
designation of a representative to speak for him or her or his or her group on a proposition if he or she so chooses;
or

(d) Designate a specified period of time for public comment.
(5) If a board or commission adopts rules or policies in compliance with this section and follows such rules or

policies when providing an opportunity for members of the public to be heard, the board or commission is deemed to
be acting in compliance with this section.

(6) A circuit court has jurisdiction to issue an injunction for the purpose of enforcing this section upon the filing
of an application for such injunction by a citizen of this state.

(7)(a) Whenever an action is filed against a board or commission to enforce this section, the court shall assess
reasonable attorney fees against such board or commission if the court determines that the defendant to such action
acted in violation of this section. The court may assess reasonable attorney fees against the individual filing such an

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Index&Title_Request=XIX#TitleXIX
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0200-0299/0286/0286ContentsIndex.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0200-0299/0286/0286.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0286/Sections/0286.011.html
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action if the court finds that the action was filed in bad faith or was frivolous. This paragraph does not apply to a
state attorney or his or her duly authorized assistants or an officer charged with enforcing this section.

(b) Whenever a board or commission appeals a court order that has found the board or commission to have
violated this section, and such order is affirmed, the court shall assess reasonable attorney fees for the appeal
against such board or commission.

(8) An action taken by a board or commission which is found to be in violation of this section is not void as a
result of that violation.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2013-227.
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