
FRUITLAND PARK CITY COMMISSION REGULAR 
MEETING MINUTES 

July 28, 2022 

A regular meeting of the Fruitland Park City Commission was held at 506 W. Berckman Street, 
Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 on Thursday, July 28, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present:  Mayor Chris Cheshire, Vice Mayor John L. Gunter Jr., Commissioners Chris 
Bell (joined in by Zoom video teleconference call), and Patrick DeGrave  

Members Absent: Commissioner John Mobilian. 

Also present: City Manager Gary La Venia; Sandy Minkoff Esq., representing the City Attorney, 
City Treasurer Jeannine Racine, Police Chief Erik Luce, Robb Dicus, Public Works Director; 
Mses. Kelli Fielder and Emily Church, Community Development Department, Mr. Michael 
“Mike” Rankin, LPG Urban Regional Planners Inc. (consultant retained by the city) and Interim 
Community Development Director, Lake County Fire Rescue Lieutenant Jeff Lord and Firefighter 
Emergency Medical Technician Justin Davison; Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Board Vice Chair 
Dan Dicus; P&Z Member Fred Collins; District 2 Candidate and Seat 1 Board of Supervisors 
District 11 Janice Collins and City Clerk Esther B. Coulson.  

1. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Reverend Senior Pastor Kelly W. Smith, Community United Methodist Church, gave the
invocation and Chief Luce led in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

ACTION: 6:04.00 p.m.  No action was taken.

2. ROLL CALL
Mayor Cheshire announced the decorum for this evening’s meeting and after noting the
following agenda changes, he recognized the absence of Commissioner Mobilian at this
time:

5(b) Resolution 2022-032 
Change title to read: $100,107.50 for non-Community Redevelopment Agency 
(CRA) roads and $186,740.00 for CRA roads and not $181,435.00 and $184,740.00 
respectively.   

7. Agenda Item Numbering system
Item number changes after item 7.

6.(c) Ordinance 2022-014 Timbertop  
Addendum – Amended Master Development Agreement 

6(d) Ordinance 2022-016 Spring Lake Road 
Addendum - Revised agenda summary report with staff’s recommendations.  
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approximately $18,000 from the Community Redevelopment Agency 

building fund.  He agreed to provide more information at the next meeting. 

ACTION: 7:18:50 p.m.  No action was taken. 

(b) City Attorney

Mr. Minkoff referred to the agenda summary report outlining the following

provided by City Attorney Anita Geraci-Carver.  He conveyed her request on the

advice to be sought from the city commission regarding the ongoing mediation,

Fewless v. City of Fruitland Park case; pointed out the provisions under Florida

Statutes 286.011 which authorizes the city attorney to request that the city

commission meet in a closed-session to discuss litigation on negotiations and

expenditures, and asked for same to be publicly and appropriately advertised for

August 25, 2022 starting as a public meeting.

i. City of Fruitland Park v. State of Florida Department of Management

Services

ii. Michael and Laurie Fewless v. City of Fruitland Park

iii. U.S. Bank National Association v. Robert Moore and City of Fruitland

Park, Lake County Case No. 2022-CA-00845 (Judge Baxley)

iv. Municode

ACTION: 7:24:51 p.m. and 7:25:58 p.m.  On motion of Commissioner 

DeGrave, seconded by Vice Mayor Gunter and unanimously carried. the city 

commission approved the attorney’s request to hold a closed-session meeting 

on August 25, 2022 to discuss litigation, as previously cited in the Fewless v. 

City of Fruitland Park case.   

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business to come before the city commission at this time.

ACTION: 7:27:09 p.m.  No action was taken.

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. La Venia described -- in response to the concerns raised by Mr. Robert “Bob” D.

Willie, City of Fruitland Park, the city commission’s adoption earlier in this evening’s

meeting of consent agenda item 5. (b) on Resolution 2022-032 -- how the funds are

supplanted for the roads within the Community Redevelopment Area.

With respect to proposed Ordinance 2022-015, Large-Scale Comprehensive Plan

Amendment for the property located on Timbertop Lane that was considered earlier on this

evening’s agenda, Mr. Larry Blevins, City of Fruitland Park resident and business owner,
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(c) Commissioner Bell
Commissioner Bell thanked everyone for their well wishes during his recovery.

ACTION: 7:47:05 p.m. No action was taken.

(d) Vice Mayor Gunter, Jr.
Vice Mayor Gunter stated that he had nothing to report at this time.

ACTION: 7:47:23 p.m. No action was taken.

11. Mayor's Comments - Dates to Remember

12. 

Mayor Cheshire made the following announcements:

- An invitation was received to attend The Rose Plantation's plaque scheduled for
October 19, 2022 as they have been selected by The Colonial Dames as a

commemorative site of historical value - more information to follow.

- July 29, 2022, Back to School Bash, 604 W Berckman Street, Fruitland Park, Florida
34731 at 10:00 a.m.;

- July 30, 2022, Pastor Jim Keegan Jim's Celebration of Life Service, Connection Point
Church (formerly New Life Church), 201 East La Vista Street, Fruitland Park, Florida
34731 at 11 :00 a.m.;

- August 8 and 9, 2022, workshops (FY 2022-23 proposed budget) at 6:00 p.m.;
- August 11 to 13, 2022, Florida League of Cities' Annual Conference (100th 

Anniversary) at The Diplomat Beach Resort, 3555 South Ocean Drive, Hollywood,
Florida, 33019 at 7:00 a.m.;

- August 11, 2022 regular city commission meeting at 6:00 p.m., cancelled,
- August 25, 2022 attorney-client meeting at 5:00 p.m., and
- August 25, 2022 regular city commission meeting at 6:00 p.m.

ACTION: 7:47:25 p.m. No action was taken. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.  

The minutes were approved at the August 25, 2022 regular meeting. 

Fl<, MMC Chris Cheshire, Mayor 
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