











Justification Statement — ER Beacon Sighage

Overview of Request

o

AdventHealth proposes the installation of an ER Beacon Sign (Sign Type ST.J) on the West
elevation of the freestanding emergency room facility. The sign consists of illuminated
channel letters reading “ER,” face-lit in high-visibility red (PMS 485C translucent vinyl),
with a total sign area of 44.3 square feet and letter height of 4-8 34", This specialized sign
is designed to serve as a critical beacon for patients, visitors, and emergency responders
approaching from the eastbound direction of CR 466A. Due to the curve in CR 466A as it
approaches the facility, standard wall signage alone does not provide sufficient advance
visibility. The ER beacon sign ensures that motorists and first responders can quickly and
unambiguously identify the emergency entrance even under high-stress or time-sensitive
conditions.

Hardship

o

The property sits along a curve of CR 466A where line-of-sight is restricted. This condition
creates a hardship that is not typical of standard commercial parcels and requires
specialized signage solutions. Without a dedicated ER beacon, patients and EMS traveling
eastbound may experience difficulty identifying the correct entrance in time to safely
maneuver, particularly in emergency circumstances.

Substantial Justice:

o

Granting the requested variance for the ER beacon sign serves the cause of substantial
justice by ensuring that the AdventHealth Freestanding Emergency Room can effectively
fulfill its mission of providing critical, time-sensitive medical care. The purpose of local sign
regulations is to balance aesthetic standards with orderly communication, not to hinder
essential public safety functions. In this instance, strict compliance with the code would
prevent adequate identification of the emergency facility from eastbound CR 466A, where
roadway curvature limits visibility. Approval of the variance will provide clear, legible, and
immediate identification for patients, visitors, and emergency responders, thereby
advancing the public health, safety, and welfare of the community. The request is limited
in scope, proportionate to the building, and does not confer any special privilege
inconsistent with other properties; instead, it ensures that the facility can perform its public
service mission without compromising safety.

Impact on Surrounding Properties

o

The proposed ER beacon sign is modest in scale relative to the building fagade and limited
to essential copy ("ER"), minimizing visual clutter. The sign is professionally designed,
internally illuminated for nighttime visibility, and harmonizes with the facility’s branding. It
will not adversely affect nearby properties but instead contributes positively to the
community by enhancing safety and reducing emergency response times.



Justification Statement — ER Beacon Sighage

e Practical Difficulty:

o

Literal enforcement of the sign code creates a practical difficulty for this site because of
the unique conditions imposed by roadway geometry and site orientation. Unlike typical
commercial frontages, the west elevation of the building faces the curve of CR 466A, where
standard wall signage does not provide adequate visibility to approaching traffic. The
difficulty is not self-created but arises from the physical characteristics of the roadway and
the facility’s critical use as a 24-hour emergency provider. Without the requested variance,
drivers and EMS units may experience confusion or delayed recognition of the emergency
entrance, which could result in unsafe last-second maneuvers or lost time in critical
situations. The proposed ER beacon sign remedies this difficulty by providing a simple,
highly legible “ER" identifier that is scaled for visibility at roadway speeds, thereby ensuring
the site can function safely and effectively within its unique setting.

e Conclusion

o

The ER Beacon Sign (ST.J) is a narrowly tailored and essential component of
AdventHealth’s signage program. It addresses the unique visibility challenges posed by CR
466A, advances the public health and safety mission of the facility, and is consistent with
the orderly and proportional development of the site. For these reasons, AdventHealth
respectfully requests approval of the variance to permit the installation of the 44.3 SF ER
beacon sign with 4’-8 34" illuminated letters on the West elevation.
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