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Code Enforcement Hearing Agenda 
  	
CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK
CODE ENFORCEMENT-SPECIAL MAGISTRATE
HEARING MINUTES
July 15, 2025
City Hall Commission Chambers
506 W. Berckman Street
Fruitland Park, FL 34731
9:00 A.M.

PRESENT:  Mr. Ashley Hunt, Attorney-at-law, Special Magistrate; Mses. Anita Geraci-Carver, City Attorney; Lori Davis, Code Enforcement Officer; Assistant Joshua Bills, Esq., Administrative Mgr. Sharon Williams.

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called or order at 9:08AM 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – not applicable

3. ADMINISTRATION OF OATH TO DEFENDANTS/WITNESSES
Special Magistrate Hunt administered the oath to those present who intended to testify at this morning’s meeting.

4. ATTORNEY PRESENTATIONS -HEARINGS

a) HEARING – NOTICE OF VIOLATION
Case#:  CE2024-0002 
Property Address:  605 Poinsettia Avenue, Fruitland Park, FL 34731
Property Owner:  John C. Taylor
Violation:  City Ordinance,
	Sec. 24-86 – Excessive or untended growth of vegetation prohibited

	International Property Maintenance Code,
	Chap. 3 Sec. 301.3 – Vacant Structures and land

Grace Period for compliance expired:  May 16, 2025

Ms. Davis presented that on January 10th 2024, she received a complaint from a neighbor, Cheryl Moser, of extreme overgrowth of grass and weeds at the property address of 605 Poinsettia Ave. She also advised that rats and snakes were coming from the yard and that she noticed a bad smell in the back yard.  Upon getting the complaint, Ms. Davis, conducted a property records check where John C. Taylor was listed as the owner (property record card attached).

On the same day, January 10th, a property inspection was conducted by Ms. Davis where she observed violations of the reported complaints.  She took documented photos and noticed that the property appeared to be vacated and abandoned; and witnessed fencing falling down as well as low hanging tree branches.  She further noticed a wet and damp odor coming from the residence (possibly from roof damage, etc.).

Upon witnessing the violations, a courtesy notice was sent on January 12, 2024;   however, the mail was returned.

As Ms. Davis received no follow-up communication and continued non-compliance, she continued to search for relatives, etc. (with no success).  A 2nd Courtesy Notice mailed January 9th, 2025 was also returned.  A Notice of Violation was posted and mailed per Florida State Statue on May 6th, all of which was returned with “non-compliance.”

On June 25th, 2025, a “Request for Hearing” was posted and mailed and a subsequent “Notice of Hearing” was posted and mailed June 30th, 2025, neither document was successfully received and returned “undeliverable.” 

To date, all mail sent has been returned and the property remains in violation.  Ms. Davis checked with the Lake County Property Appraiser’s office and found a certificate was issued for non-payment of the 2024 property taxes. A final water bill was sent in November 2024 in the amount of $356.16 and remains outstanding. The costs incurred to date on behalf of the city is $84.99 (excludes utility payment). 

Special Magistrate Hunt asked if anyone was present in Commission Chambers or in the lobby to refute the testimony of Ms. Davis, and there was no one present on behalf of the property. He then requested that Ms. Davis state her recommended resolution.

Ms. Davis responded that at this time she would like to pursue and record a lien on the property. She also recommended that the property be required to pay $50.00 per day until they come into compliance with the noted violations. Per Special Magistrate Hunt, Mr. John C. Taylor is found in violation of the aforementioned codes and the city shall be granted/awarded costs incurred to date.   Also, if the property is not brought into compliance within 30 days of the date of this order, the owner shall be required to pay $50 per day for each day that the property remains non-compliant. 

Within no further comments or cases, the meeting was adjourned at 9:16 am.

   
5.  REQUEST FOR HEARINGS - NONE

6. OLD BUSINESS – NONE

7.       NEW BUSINESS - NONE

8. [bookmark: _Hlk515460000]PUBLIC COMMENTS - NONE
[bookmark: _Hlk515460491]2013-023, members of the public shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on propositions before the Code Enforcement-Special Magistrate. Accordingly, comments Note: Pursuant to F.S. 286.0114 and the City of Fruitland Park’s Public Participation Policy adopted by Resolution, questions, and concerns regarding items listed on this agenda shall be received at the time the Code Enforcement-Special Magistrate addresses such items during this meeting.  Pursuant to Resolution 2013-023, public comments are limited to three minutes.

9.		OTHER BUSINESS

10. 	ADJOURNMENT – Meeting adjourned at 9:16 AM.
[bookmark: _Hlk515460094]
